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Meeting Opening by Chairperson 

The meeting was opened by the chairperson Mary O'Connell, the AGM began at 5:30 PM. 

The chairperson welcomed all to the meeting and thanked Cork Orienteering club and Kerry 

Orienteers for the 2022 Irish Orienteering championships. 

She introduced the minutes of last year’s AGM, these minutes have been on the website in the 

weeks before this meeting. The minutes were proposed by Colm Moran and seconded by Andrew 

Butterfield. The minutes of the 2021 AGM were accepted. 

Matters arising from 2021 minutes: There were none. 

At the 2021 AGM the change of name to Orienteering Ireland was proposed, the new branding and 

new name are now in place. 

The reports from the members of the Orienteering Ireland committee are on the website and 

printed copies of these reports are available at this meeting. Copies of the annual accounts from 

2021 are also on the website and printed copies available at the meeting. 

The Chairperson asked if there were any matters arising from these reports. They were none. 

The Chairperson invited the National Children's Officer Ciaran Donaghy to speak about Safeguarding. 

Ciaran outlined the legislation which is in place for child protection.  
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A safeguarding audit was conducted last year, all clubs have now completed the safeguarding audit. 

The safeguarding courses are aimed at educating people and how best to protect children, there is 

an emphasis on early intervention and what necessary steps to take. 

All adults involved with the junior squad must be Garda vetted, this is a legal requirement. 

Orienteering Ireland requires them to have completed a Safeguarding 1 course 

The chairperson endorsed this update and the importance of the work of the National Children's 

Officer. 

The chairperson also presented the report of the anti doping officer, this is a requirement of Sport 

Ireland funding. This report is available online and printed copies are at this meeting. In summary 

the report makes 4 points.  

1. There is an new WADA  list 

2. Orienteering Ireland is committed to a fair environment in all competitions  

3. Seniors and juniors should use the WADA learning resources 

4. Amendments are necessary to the Orienteering Ireland constitution on disciplinary 

measures that may be necessary for anti-doping violations. 

 

The Chairperson noted that the anti doping officer Rob McEvoy is happy to continue in this role for 

the next year. 

 

Motion to the AGM  

The motion for the AGM was;  “The executive committee is empowered to change orienteering 

Ireland to a company limited by guarantee.” 

The Hon. Secretary explained the reasons behind this change to a Company Limited By Guarantee. 

This explanation was contained in the explanatory note that was circulated before this AGM. The 

explanatory note is in the appendices of these minutes. 

David Quinn of Great Eastern Navigators noted that the high standards of planners, controllers and 

organisers also have the effect of reducing liability of the committee. 

Bernie O’Boyle of CNOC asked if there were additional reporting requirements because of this 

change to a Company Limited By Guarantee. The Hon. Secretary explained that there would be 

additional reporting to the companies office but that this was not onerous. 

The Vice Chairperson commented that the orienteering community is unlikely to notice any change 

in the everyday workings of OI due to changing to a Company Limited By Guarantee. 

The chairperson called for a vote on this motion.   

There was a clear majority were in favour of the motion, no hands were raised against this motion. 

The motion was passed. 
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Treasurers Report: 

A copy of the accounts for 2020 was distributed at the AGM. The accounts compared 2020 and 2021 

but it was noted by the Treasurer that this is an unfair comparison because of the unusual nature of 

2020. Orienteering Ireland received its main grant income from Sport Ireland, there was also a 

bequest from TIO (The Irish Orienteer newsletter).  

Expenditure: the return to international orienteering was welcome so therefore we see an increase 

in expenditure. The work on, Ready To Go projects and Map Run continue and we can see the 

associated expenditure in the accounts. A new aspect of the accounts is the effect of pre-entry for 

events, the fees are collected on behalf of the Clubs by Orienteering Ireland and these are then 

redistributed to the clubs once the event is over. The accounts also reflect the two new Orienteering 

Coordinators who were recruited during the year. The  Treasurer thanked the Committee for all of 

their help during the year. The accounts were proposed by the Treasurer and seconded by the 

Chairperson, the accounts were accepted by a show of hands. 
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Election of the Committee 

As per the constitution all committee positions are vacant at the AGM. The constitution also limits 

the term of office of the Chairperson; therefore Mary O’Connell did not go forward for re-election.  

Debbie Whelan also stepped down as Communications Officer, there were no nominations for the 

position. The Chairperson thanked Debbie for her contribution to the work of Orienteering Ireland 

over the years. It was noted that Gender Balance on the committee requires attention. 

The Chairperson also thanked a number of people who hold non-committee roles in the areas of 

Child Protection, Data Liaison, Webmaster and Anti Doping. 

The table below summarises the election results. 

Position Candidate(s) Proposed Seconded Result 

Chairperson Paul O’Sullivan-
Hourihan 

Eoin Browne Andrew 
Butterfield 

Elected 

Vice Chairperson John McCullough Dave Masterson Eileen Young Elected 

Treasurer Sarah Ní Ruairc Colm Moran Bernie O’Boyle Elected 

Secretary Fergal Buckley Donal Dowd Andrew 
Butterfield 

Elected 

Junior Officer Dave Masterson Angus Tyner Ruth Lynam Elected 

Director of Education Eoin Browne Andrew 
Butterfield 

Deirdre Ni 
Challanain 

Elected 

Director of High 
Performance 

Darren Burke Dave Masterson Laurence Quinn Elected 

Mapping Stuart Scott Brenda Hynes Bernie O’Boyle Elected 

Development Officer Andrew Cox Eileen Young Andrew 
Butterfield 

Elected 

Controller of Technical Stds Dermot O’Sullivan Paul O’Sullivan-
Hourihan 

Fergal Buckley Elected 

Communications Officer None    

National Children’s Officer Ciaran Donaghy Eoin Browne Andrew 
Butterfield 

Elected 

     

Non – Committee Positions     

Designated Liaison Person Barbara Foley-
Fisher 

   

Anti-Doping Officer Rob McEvoy    

Fixtures Officer Fergal Buckley    

Webmaster Gavan Doherty    
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Orienteering Ireland Annual Awards 

 

Spirit of Orienteering Award 
This year the spirit of orienteering was awarded to Sean Cotter of Bishopstown Orienteering Club in 

recognition of his many years of service to orienteering. 

 

MacTire Award 
The MacTire award was given to Eileen young of Fingal orienteers in recognition of her work for 

orienteering. 

Performance Excellence Award 
Unfortunately, this year there were no Performance Excellence Awards due to the limited 

international competitions. 

 

Any Other Business 

David Healy asked about the restriction on the number of competitors allowed on National Parks 

lands. He explained that the number seems to be limited to 150 particularly around the bird nesting 

season. Others at the AGM detailed their experience with working with National Parks on this issue. 

They suggested that continued engagement with the people involved was beneficial. 

The incoming chairperson Paul O'Sullivan Hourihan noted that a recent European report on the 

environmental impact of outdoor sports and activities might be relevant on this issue with National 

Parks, the report showed that orienteering had a minimal impact on the environment. 

Thanks were expressed to David Healy and the clubs he worked with for the self-training 

opportunities he provided during the restriction of orienteering activities over the last two years. 

 

Close of Meeting 

The meeting finished at 6:24 PM, this was followed by a prize giving ceremony. 
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Appendices 

 

• Attendance Sheet 

• Explanatory Note for Motion 

• Chairperson Report 

• High Performance Report 

• Junior Representative Report 

• Education Report 

• Mapping Registrar’s Report 

• National Children’s Officer Report 

• Controller of Technical Standards Report 

• Vice Chairperson’s Report 

• Development Officer Report 

• Anti Doping Officer’s Report 

• Communications Officer’s Report 

• Treasurers Report 

• 2021 Accounts 
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Attendance 
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Explanatory Note for Motion 

 

As you may be aware, we are proposing to change the structure of Orienteering Ireland from an 

unincorporated association to that of a company limited by guarantee. 

 

The main reasons why it is proposed to change the structure to that of a Company Limited by 

Guarantee (CLG) are: 

 

(a) The company will have perpetual succession. Any contracts Orienteering Ireland enters into, 

assets it acquires, court proceedings it issues or must defend, will be in the name of the company as 

opposed to the individually named committee members. 

 

(b) Currently committee members or members of the association may be held personally liable for 

their actions, and recourse can be sought against their own personal assets in the case of a 

judgement being made against them by a court. With Orienteering Ireland, it could be an accident at 

an event or function where insurance cover, even if in place, may be declined, or not cover the 

event. A company enjoys the benefit of limited liability protection. Therefore, any director or 

member of a company who acts on behalf of the company cannot be held personally liable for their 

actions (unless there has been fraud or reckless trading or the proper books of account have not 

been kept by the company). 

 

(c) From a governance point of view the company is a better form of legal structure as it will 

complement and assist in any reporting requirements we may have to our funders, statutory 

authorities or stakeholders. The modest costs of statutory compliance a company has are far 

surpassed by the benefits of limited liability. The company is a separate legal personality and the 

corporate veil offers a shield of protection to the directors of Orienteering Ireland. 
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2021 Chairperson’s Report 

 

Mary O’Connell 

 

April 2022 
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General 

2021 was another difficult year as Covid continued to dictate what activities and engagement 

were permitted and feasible. The rollout of vaccines meant that it was possible to hold 

events from June onwards. While there was a slow return to orienteering events, gradually 

we have returned to regular events. A number of regional championship events were held in 

September, October and November 2021. New protocols and systems were introduced 

during 2020 and 2021 to ensure that events could be held safely, and all efforts were made 

to minimise the risk of infection at events. Some of these systems, e.g. online entry, are 

beneficial for participants and organisers of events. They are likely to remain a feature of the 

sport, although at some events, there will still be opportunities for entry-on-the-day.  

Fortunately for orienteers, orienteering is a sport that lends itself to physical distancing. As 

an outdoor sport it has inherent advantages in managing the risk of infection, which meant 

that we were able to get back to hosting competitive events as soon as restrictions on sports 

events were lifted. 

During 2021, a number of initiatives were trialled to encourage orienteers to get out and 

continue orienteering even when it was not possible to hold organised competitions. This 

included MapRun activities and having tagged controls in areas for a period with maps 

available for download. 

The nature of lockdowns and the need for physical distancing meant that schools events 

were seriously impacted and did not take place during 2021. However, the schools’ events 

are now back up and running. 

 

International Teams 

We had senior and junior teams competing internationally despite the challenges of Covid. 

We had a senior men’s team at the World Orienteering Championships in the Czech 

Republic in July. We had a junior team competing in the Junior World Championship in 

Turkey in September and another junior team competed in the European Youth Orienteering 

Championships in Lithuania in August. In October, a team of 21 junior athletes travelled to 

Guildford for the Junior Home Internationals. There were some fine results and the Irish 

team beat the Welsh to win the Judith Wingham trophy. It was terrific to see our elite athletes 

competing in international competitions after an enforced absence from organised 

competitions.  

 

 

MapRun Activities and Local Sports Partnerships 

Orienteering received significant support from Sport Ireland late in 2020 and during 2021 

which enabled us to do a lot of work with the Local Sports Partnerships (LSPs) to create 

maps of many urban areas. Many of the LSPs are very keen to promote orienteering as they 

recognise the physical and mental health benefits that accrue from participation. It was also 

a sport that was relatively easy to promote during lockdown thanks to the availability of 

MapRun maps, which meant that people could participate at a venue and time of their choice 

adhering to all the restrictions which were in place. 
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There has been substantial engagement with LSPs throughout the country. The objective of 

this initiative is to introduce the general public to orienteering and to encourage them to 

participate in orienteering events. Much of this work is happening in areas where there is 

little or no local club presence, thus helping us to promote orienteering more widely. 

 

Education 

There was an Instructor Level 1 course run in October. There were numerous Ready to Go 

courses held during the year even though this proved challenging as Covid has a tendency 

to re-emerge as courses are scheduled to take place. These courses were provided to LSP 

staff and teachers so that they would have the skills to introduce novices to the sport of 

orienteering. The Ready to Go courses were adapted so that they could be delivered partly 

online and partly in person – this has been very successful. 

In addition, there were numerous on-line courses including mapping, planning MapRun 

courses, Purple Pen course planning workshops, and a navigation course for novices, which 

was based on courses delivered to the juniors during the lockdown of 2020. The delivery of 

online courses has been a very positive outcome of the work done over the past two years.  

A planner’s course has just been delivered to a group of aspiring planners and some very 

experienced planners. It is planned to continue to establish a regular schedule for courses, 

which can be delivered online to orienteers, to teach the skills of planning, controlling and 

navigating. 

In addition, a controller’s course was delivered by NI Orienteering which was well attended 

by members of both associations. 

The ability to deliver online courses has been of major benefit to the orienteering community. 

There has been excellent collaboration with our colleagues in Northern Ireland to assist 

members of both associations to develop their skills.  

 

Governance 

During the past two years, much work has been done by Orienteering Ireland to consolidate 

its governance and the structures underpinning the organisation. We believe that our 

systems and policies are very robust and appropriate to the size of the organisation and the 

funding that we receive. We will continue to work to ensure that we meet the standards that 

would be expected of a national governing body in receipt of significant funding from Sport 

Ireland. There is a governance sub-committee which reports into the executive committee of 

Orienteering Ireland. This sub-committee has done sterling work on the governance of 

Orienteering Ireland over the past few years. Some members of this committee have been 

asked by Sport Ireland on a number of occasions to present to other national governing 

bodies on the work that has been done within OI. The presentations have always been very 

well received. 
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Child Protection 

Work has continued to ensure that we have appropriate policies and protocols in place to 

ensure the protection of children and vulnerable persons in orienteering. All clubs have 

completed their safeguarding self-assessment audit with the support of the National 

Children’s Officer. It is imperative that the clubs and the association are aware of their 

obligations and comply with the guidelines outlined in the Code of Conduct and Good 

Practice for Young People in Orienteering. This document is available for download from the 

website. 

 

Communications 

At the AGM in 2021, the membership agreed to change the name of the association from the 

Irish Orienteering Association to Orienteering Ireland. All legal and tax formalities have now 

been completed. We also have a new logo which will be visible on the maps and signage at 

the Irish Orienteering Championships. Completing all the changes on the website may take a 

little longer but we would ask everyone to bear with us as we continue to work on this.  

We have also completed two videos to promote orienteering, one of which can also be used 

by people to learn how to use MapRun. 

Each year, we continue to increase the presence of Irish orienteering in our social media 

channels, which include Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and there is also a separate Twitter 

account for the Ready-to-Go programme.  

 

Administration Team 

Orienteering Ireland was fortunate to secure additional support from Sport Ireland which 

enabled us to build our administrative team. We are delighted to have recruited Déirdre Ní 

Challanáin and Mark Stephens as additional resources to provide support to Aine Joyce. 

Both Déirdre and Mark are experienced orienteers and coaches, they bring a wealth of 

experience and personality to the team. 

 

Conclusion 

I would like to thank all members of the committee for their commitment to the association 

and for the work that they do, much of which is not visible to the members. There is a great 

team in place, and I am very grateful. We are also grateful to: 

● Barbara Foley Fisher, Child Protection Officer; 

● Colm Hill, the Data Protection Liaison;  

● Rob McEvoy, Anti-Doping officer; and 

● Gavan Doherty, Orienteering Ireland webmaster. 

In 2019, Colleen Robinson took over the position of Officer responsible for Junior Affairs. 

Approximately 6 months later, Covid 19 pandemic ensued. Colleen did sterling work with the 

juniors to keep them engaged during this period. She was also very effective in helping with 

MapRun projects and Women in Sport initiatives. Due to professional and personal 

commitments, Colleen stepped down from these roles last year. I would like to acknowledge 
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and thank Colleen for the contribution she made while working as an Officer of Orienteering 

Ireland and the additional projects. 

I would also like to thank Aine Joyce who makes sure that the IOA continues to operate 

smoothly and gives us a gentle reminder when necessary. Aine has an in-depth knowledge 

of the sport and the various challenges and opportunities that need to be addressed. She is 

always helpful, patient and diplomatic. Thanks Aine. 

Finally, I will not be putting myself forward for election as the constitution requires that the 

Chairperson steps down after a maximum of three years. I sincerely thank everyone who 

has provided support over the past three years whether at national or local level. There are 

too many people to name individuals, but you are all appreciated. Without the volunteers and 

tireless workers, we could not enjoy the fantastic sport of orienteering. Thank you, I 

thoroughly appreciate the work that is being done throughout the country. 
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Development officer report to IOA AGM 2022 

As Development officer, I have continued to focus on the  Southeast of the country whilst keeping a watching 

brief on other developments around the country. The main aim is to provide a range of training and 

competitive events for schools which builds on the demand generated via the RTGO programme. This involves 

a close co-operation with schools and local sports partnerships. 

During Covid 2021, the main focus was on maintaining POC’s (Permanent orienteering courses) and developing 

a range of MapRun courses in suitable locations. This built on the work carried out around the country in 2020. 

1. I liaised with 5  local sports partnerships (Kilkenny, Wexford, Tipperary, Waterford and Carlow) in the 

SE to 

a. Review POCs and identify missing plaques (replacements ordered from Signiatec) 

b. Review existing MapRun courses  

c. Identify locations/schools next on the list for mapping and training 

d. Open up discussion on a greater involvement of uniformed groups and youth groups 

e. Liaise with Pat Healy (mapper) on areas he is working in 

2. I surveyed recently active schools in the SE using Google forms to 

a. Update mailing list 

b. Check level of interest for proposed events in Spring 2022 

I then revisited planned venues, remapped where necessary and strengthened links with the 

stakeholders e.g. Coillte, OPW, local authorities  

Schools update 

Leinster schools were up and running in November with 2  score events in Santry. They continued in Spring 

2022 with score events in Marlay park and Cabinteely Park (3). Mary Healy plans to complete the season with 

a Leinster schools event on 11th May. 

SE training events took place in March at Kilbarry (Waterford), Clonmel (Co. Tipperary), Woodstock (Co. 

Kilkenny), Kennedy park (Co. Wexford) whilst Cork schools training events were held over  2 days at Tramore 

valley Park (Cork). It was agreed that no Munster schools would be held this year as schools were unlikely to 

travel. The Irish schools has also been deferred for another year due to Covid and delayed works at the mount 

Congreve venue. 

I worked with 2 trainees in organising the SE events: Brid Casey (SEVO) and Georgina Gaul (Shielbaggan OEC) 

which was a great support. I feel strongly that a better network of those available and involved in schools 

development needs to be set up. This group around the country could meet monthly using Zoom to share 

experiences and co ordinate programmes. 

A number of factors arose: schools often were hampered by Covid (particularly teachers being out and pupils 

staying at home on  the day of the event) and the general standard of orienteering was very variable after 2/3 

years with no events. Numbers were large but often teachers were less selective about who they brought. 

In addition, two cub/scout specific events were run for the Waterford region in November and April. I know 

that other uniformed groups have participated at club events. Feedback welcome. 

In conclusion, school events are up and running again but a new improved structure would be helpful for the 

future  development of relationships between the IOA, clubs,  sports partnerships, and support personnel.  

 

Andrew Cox 
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High Performance Report 2022 

Orienteering Ireland 

Events that the National Team participated in during the past year:  

 

WOC Selection Races 2021 (May/June) 

After dialogue with Sport Ireland we received permission to organise 3 selection races, 

Sprint/Middle/Long in Dublin and Wicklow. Permission was required due to the Covid 

restrictions in place at the time. These selection races were very well attended and also 

competitive. The support of the clubs involved, Fingal, 3Roc & CNOC, along with the race 

organisers, must be acknowledged, and I am extremely grateful for the work that they put in. 

WOC 2021 – Czech Republic (July) 

The 2021 World Orienteering Championships were held in the Czech Republic between 3-9 

July with the event centre in the town of Doksy. This was the second ‘Forest WOC’, with an 

individual sprint race and a sprint relay added to the programme due to the gap that would 

have occurred between Sprint WOCs due to Covid enforced cancellation of WOC in 2020. 

Preparations involved agreeing a Covid Protocol with Sport Ireland. My thanks to the team 

for engaging willingly on this issue. 

The following team was selected to represent Ireland: 

Middle Josh O’Sullivan Hourihan 

Conor Short 

Paul Pružina 

Long Colm Moran 

Relay Conor Short 

Colm Moran 

Paul Pružina 

Sprint Josh O’Sullivan Hourihan 

Kevin O’Boyle 

Paul Pružina 

No female athlete put themselves forward for selection. 
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WOC 2021 Team  

 

Results from the finals: 

Long (Final) Colm Moran - 60th  

Middle (Final) Paul Pružina - 52nd 

Relay Relay - 25th  

 

I would also like to thank the Selectors for their work, Kyle Heron, Angus Tyner and Susan 

Lambe, and also the Appeals panel. 

Senior Home International 2021 – Scotland (September)  

This event was held in Aberdeenshire. Due to the prevailing circumstances, a small team 

travelled to this competition in 2021: 

Paul Pružina, Colm Moran, Graeme Rennie, Clodagh Moran, Joe Bossonet (M20), and 

Rachel Collins (W20). 

 

Funding 

The Squad receives the majority of its funding from Orienteering Ireland. We are very 

grateful to for this funding. In the coming year this funding will go towards entering Irish 

Teams in events (e.g. World Championships), and towards training.  

Athletes will still fund a large part of their attendance at the events they are selected for 

themselves, including attendance at selection races, this illustrates the commitment that the 

team must representing their country and should be acknowledged. The support from their 

families must also be acknowledged.  

2022... 

The main event for 2022 will be the World Championships which are being held in Denmark, 

originally scheduled for 2020, they were postponed to this year. This will be the first ‘Sprint 

WOC’. There are three disciplines, Sprint, Knockout Sprint and a Sprint Relay. 

The European Orienteering Championships will be held in Estonia with the intention to have 

Ireland represented. 
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There are also World Cup races in Sweden and Switzerland. 

The World University Orienteering Championships are being held in Switzerland and 

working with Student Sport Ireland the intention will be to have an Irish team participate. 

Student Sport Ireland are currently being engaged with regarding team 

selection/participation. 

 

 

Darren Burke 

High Performance Manager 

Orienteering Ireland 
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Anti-Doping Officer Report 

Irish Orienteering Association AGM, 30th April 2022. 

 

It’s 11 months since the last AGM and I have had a quiet year as Anti-Doping Officer. 

 

1. New list of prohibited substances 

WADA (World Anti-Doping Agency) published a new list of prohibited substances, which came 

into effect in January 2022. This was circulated to the Senior Squad, along with the useful 

explanatory notes provided by Sport Ireland. 

The most significant changes to the WADA list that may impact our athletes are changes to 

the rules around Salbutamol (Ventolin) and glucocorticoids (steroids – including steroid 

injections into joints). 

 

2. Reminder 

Orienteering Ireland has committed to promoting an environment where its members can 

compete fairly, and free from the use of performance-enhancing drugs.  

As per the Sport Ireland Anti-Doping Rules, every orienteer on our national squads has a 

responsibility to be aware of and comply with the Rules. This applies to both seniors and 

juniors.  

I would encourage all athletes and their support personnel (coaches, parents etc.) to use the 

Sport Ireland and/or WADA e-Learning resources so that they are aware of anti-doping rules, 

policies and procedures. 

A good place to get started is https://www.orienteering.ie/anti-doping/ – this webpage 

contains useful links to: 

- Sport Ireland Anti-Doping webpage (an excellent resource including Anti-Doping Rules; 

Athlete Zone; Education Zone; and e-Learning) 

- International Orienteering Federation (IOF) Anti-Doping webpage 

- World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) Anti-Doping eLearning platform 

 

3. Athlete Education 

 
Aside from forwarding e-mails from Sport Ireland on to our senior squad, I have not provided 

any anti-doping education this year. If anyone is on the senior squad and hasn’t been receiving 

e-mails from me, please let me know antidoping@orienteering.ie.  

https://www.orienteering.ie/anti-doping/
mailto:antidoping@orienteering.ie
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4. Amendments to the IOA Constitution 

According to the Sport Ireland Anti-Doping Rules, Orienteering Ireland is required to adopt 

and implement certain disciplinary rules or codes of conduct in our own constitution. For 

example, athletes and others are required to co-operate with anti-doping investigations, and 

not to engage in offensive conduct during a test. We need a plan to incorporate these rules 

into our own constitution – I have not made it a priority in the last 12 months. 

 

Summary 

Tasks for the coming year are the same as at last year’s AGM: 

- Deliver anti-doping education to orienteers and their support personnel 

- Draft the required amendments to the Orienteering Ireland constitution 

I am happy to stand for re-election at this year’s AGM – bearing in mind that with work 

constraints I may get all, some or none of the above tasks done. I am equally happy to step 

down and support someone else if they want to take on the role. 

Rob McEvoy (CorkO) 

IOA Anti-Doping Officer 

antidoping@orienteering.ie 

 

 

 

  

mailto:antidoping@orienteering.ie
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• Junior Affairs Officer Report 
Orienteering Ireland Annual Report 2022 

 

I took over the role of Junior Affairs officer in Nov 2021 and have spent the last few months getting 

up to speed with the role, while trying to get Junior teams organised to send to EYOC and JWOC later 

this year. I’ve had lots of help and advice from lots of people over this time, and I’m very grateful for 

this – the role encompasses a lot of different jobs each year. 

 

Handover 

Huge thanks to everyone who helped with the handover of the role to me  

• Aine and Sarah for tolerating my never-ending stream of organisation/financial questions 

• Ruth, Steph, Mike and Colleen for all the advice and background to the role 

• Gavin and Stuart for helping to get the website/email stuff going 

• The rest of the OI committee for their support 

• All the parents and other volunteers who have given their time and experience 

 

Training events: 

A group of M/W16s attended the Hawkshead Training/Development weekend in late Nov, in the UK 

Lake District. Many thanks to Steph Pruzina for organising and accompanying the group. 

We ran a training day in late Jan in two locations – Bull Island in Dublin and Inchydoney Sand Dunes in 

Cork. Both were well attended where the focus was on reading contours and staying in contact with 

the map. 

The Junior Squad time Trial took place on 26th Feb in the Phoenix Park, with 37 juniors running. There 

was also training exercises in the afternoon, organised by Josh O’Sullivan-Hourihan. Ruth Lynam 

presided over the Time Trial – thanks to both, and all their helpers. 

A small group of JWOC hopefuls were taken to a training weekend in Portugal in March, led and 

mentored by Jens Waecheter.  They found it very beneficial, and Jens has subsequently volunteered 

to accompany the same group to the actual JWOC event in July, as their main technical/physical coach. 

10 Junior Squad relay teams were formed to take part in the JK relays over the Easter weekend, in 

various categories. 

A group of M/W16 and 18s is due (at time of writing) to attend the official EYOC 2nd training camp in 

Hungary at the end of April. The terrain in use is adjacent to the maps being used for EYOC itself, so 

the experience gained here should be very relevant. It’s a combination of a three-day world ranking 

event, followed by 3 days of specific training events. The group will be accompanied by Brian Rowe 

and Anne-Marie Masterson. Ruairi Short has agreed to support this groups training with a zoom call 

in the week before they leave, to go over training approach and techniques to get the most out of the 

camp. 
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Fundraising: 

The juniors collected funds throughout March to support the squad, through sponsored running. The 

fundraising page and payment system was facilitated by my employer, Payzone. They have also agreed 

to further sponsor the squad directly, with a contribution of €1500 towards the cost of gear and/or 

training. In total, this initiative raised €2750 for the squad. 

 

EYOC/JWOC  2022: 

We aim to send teams to both these events. EYOC 2022 is in Hungary and JWOC 2022 is in Portugal. 

Official accommodation has been provisionally booked for JWOC, and Debbie Whelan, Caroline 

Murray, Terrance Hoare and Jens Waechter have volunteered to accompany the team to Portugal in 

July. We’ll make provisional team entries once selection s have been made, post IOC. 

Provisional entries have been made for EYOC, based on my estimate of the numbers of 

eligible/suitable athletes we might consider sending.  I will be accompanying the EYOC team to 

Hungary in July, along with two other parents. I have yet to finalise which parents will attend, though 

a few have expressed interest. 

 

Courses: 

I’ve completed several training course over the last few months, to hopefully benefit the squad: 

• Safeguarding Level 2  

• Coaching Teenage Girls in Sports  

• REC Level 3 First Aid 

I’ve also stocked a full large first aid kit for squad use – to ensure we have adequate cover at events. I 

would encourage Orienteering Ireland to consider running some fresh REC3 courses during the next 

year, to bolster the number of trained first aiders we have at events form week to week. 

 

Squad Gear: 

I am hopeful that I can get a fresh set of O-Tops for this years JHI team. The idea is that these would 

not be given to athletes – rather loaned out for the event, and returned afterwards, like a team kit. 

This will prevent the scenario we had last year where we had difficulty sourcing enough tops for the 

team that travelling to England – huge thanks to Martin Buckley who stepped in at the 11th hour and 

provided a set of matching technical t-shirts as a substitute. If funds permit, I’d also like to get 

additional squad jackets, like the existing “Franck” ones, as we could also do with some smaller 

women’s sizes in the current Sign livery. 

 

Other Items: 

Met with Ciaran (Children’s Officer) over Zoom to discuss his role, and the constitutional requirement  

for the Junior Squad to have its own Children’s Officer (Safeguarding 2) and Designated Liaison Person 

(Safeguarding 3). Anne-Marie Masterson is suitably qualified to fill the DLP role and has agreed to do 
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so. I have yet to find a person to fill the Children’s Officer post. Hopefully I will be able to find willing 

parents over the next few weeks, at the JK and IOC. 

 

Budget: 

Here’s my current rough budget projections – based on costs so far, and projected costs for upcoming 

events. This is slightly over the allocation from Sarah at start of year, but some of the projected costs 

may end up being less, and the gear expense is dependant on budget post EYOC/JWOC. 

 

Basic Annual Recurring Expenses to Budget For  
JK Relay Team entries 400 

JWOC Costs (Entries, Accomodation, Food) 8000 

EYOC Costs (Entries, Accomodation, Food) 4000 

JHI Costs (Entries, Accomodation, Food) 3000 

Training Expenses 4000 

  

Other Expenses (as Required)  
Team Gear 3000 

  

Fund Raising  
Annual aim -1500 

Sponsorship -1500 

  

Total 19400 

 

All in all, the squad spending is in-line with where it should be and will hopefully come in on-budget. 

Next year, I would aspire to ask for a larger training budget – the €4000 above is a significant 

(unexpected?) increase on recent years, but vital (in my opinion)  to the development of the squad. 

 

Future 

I aim to remain in this role for several years to come, and hopefully further develop the squad and 

the general state of junior orienteering/training in Ireland. Jens has expessed interest in similar 

goals, and we will likely work together on this over the next few years. Rome wasn’t built in a day. 
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22nd April 2022 

 Orienteering Ireland Mapping Officer Report 

  

Summary 

  

The following report summarises developments since the last AGM. 

  

Map Registrations 

 

I would like to thank all clubs and individual mappers for their continued hard work throughout 

the year. A total of 41 new or completed maps were registered. A majority of these are for 

MapRun maps commissioned directly by Orienteering Ireland (OI) or via the MapRun and 

Ready To Go initiatives. While this is great to see, I would like to see an increase in mapping 

activity amongst clubs as well. 

 

Before starting a mapping project, I would again like to remind all mappers to check the online 

map register at: http://www.orienteering.ie/map-making-for-irish-orienteers and to register 

their intention to map. I intend to overhaul the map registration form to simplify the registration 

process even further. Registration costs nothing and prevents misunderstandings and 

duplication of effort. 

 

Mapping Grants 

 

Eight clubs have applied for LIDAR data through the Sports Capital and Equipment 

Programme. We are still waiting for formal approval and clubs will be advised when this is 

received. In the meantime, I would like to encourage clubs to continue to request grants for 

mapping, LIDAR and equipment. All requests will be considered and OI will assist where 

possible. I would especially like to thank Deirdre, Aine and Pat for doing all the hard work on 

this! 

 

OCAD Software Library 

 

OI has a small number of shared OCAD licences, which are available for use by clubs and 

individuals on a short-term basis. These run on the cloud using Google Drive. If you would like 

to avail of a licence, please contact me. Licences are offered for use for two week periods 

only, which can be rolled over if there is no-one else on the waiting list. 

http://www.orienteering.ie/map-making-for-irish-orienteers
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Mapping Rule Update 

 

Rule 7 of the Technical Standards Document, which concerns rules around mapping and the 

Map Register, is due to be reviewed. If you would like input into this process, please contact 

me directly. 

 

Acknowledgements 

  

As always, I would like to thank my fellow committee members and especially Aine, Deirdre 

and Mark for their assistance throughout the year. I would also like to thank Mary for her 

stewardship over the past three years and hopefully this is not the last we’ll see of her on the 

Executive! Finally, I would like to acknowledge and thank the efforts of the orienteering 

community as a whole for their contribution to the sport. 

  

 

 

Stuart Scott 

    

Stuart Scott 

mapping@orienteering.ie. 
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National Children’s Officer Annual Report May 2022 

Child Safeguarding Statement:  

We updated Orienteering Ireland’s (OI) Child Safeguarding Statement on our website on 6 

Sept. ’22. We used a longer more detailed version following the example of other 

organisations.  

Risk Assessment Template:  

The Risk Assessment Template for OI clubs was also updated to reflect changes in the 

Code of Conduct and Good Practice document.  

Club Safeguarding Self-Assessment Audit (from Sport Ireland):  

All 17 clubs were invited to do the Safeguarding Self-Assessment Audit in May 2021:   

8 th  July 2021 - I replied to all clubs and offered advice and assistance to those who were 

having trouble completing the audit.  

16 of the 17 clubs completed the Safeguarding Self-Assessment Audit. 

In terms of next steps, Sport Ireland state that over the coming weeks an independent body 

(INEQE*) will compile a report for each governing body based on the submissions from clubs 

and send it directly to the National Children’s Officer. This report will provide each governing 

body with an analysis of responses, identify trends and also make recommendations.  

* INEQE: An independent safeguarding organisation that delivers solutions to a wide spectrum of 

clients, including both public and private sectors across the UK, Ireland and beyond.  

Sport Ireland Safeguarding training:  

 In Sport Ireland’s Safeguarding Guidance for Children and Young People in Sport, it states 

that:  Sport Ireland requires all NGB’s to ensure all members working with children and 

young people complete the Sport Ireland Safeguarding workshops.   

We intend running more Safeguarding 1 workshops this year and hope that a lot more 

people will take part. At the moment we expect any adult travelling with the junior squad 

(JHI, EYOC etc.) to have completed the training and we hope that all adults attending 

training sessions with the juniors in the future will do Safeguarding 1 as soon as possible. 

Anyone 18 years old or older is an adult.  

Note that Safeguarding training courses are more often run by Sports Partnerships, and it is 

not necessary to do one run by OI. Details of upcoming Safeguarding training courses can 

be found online.  On completion, please forward the certificate number to OI.    

I attended all the Governing Body Designated Safeguarding Children Officer meetings in the 

last year, all of which were held online. 

Finally, I wish to thank the clubs’ children’s officers and committee members for all they have 

done and for the cooperation from the clubs themselves and I wish to thank those members 

of the committee who have assisted me in many ways over the last year. 

 

Ciarán Donaghy (National Children’s Officer). 
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Communications Officer’s report to the AGM 

 

 

This year we have seen the introduction of two new members of staff for the Irish 

Orienteering Association. They have been helping with the promotion of orienteering 

amongst many other things. This has been particularly helpful in the communications area 

as unfortunately I have been unable to give full commitment this year due to work 

commitments. Thanks to Aine Joyce who has also picked up the pieces. 

 

Events have continued to be promoted on the social media channels regularly, with some 

clubs sharing their events with the IOA page allowing for their events to show on the IOA 

events list on Facebook. For come and try it events it can be a way of introducing new 

members and spreading the word, especially when events are followed by photos of 

participants. 

 

Orienteering has continued to grow with Maprun courses across the country bringing 

orienteering to the wider community. Andrew Cox of SEVO has been running urban events 

across the south east using the app, this saves considerable time and energy for the 

organiser, with new developments in the app, a phone need not be carried which can often 

put off the more experienced orienteer. Sports partnerships have picked up on Maprun and 

have been working with many clubs in this area, clubs have had additional support in 

mapping and promotion of events with a new audience. 

 

A number of people have kindly written articles for the website at various points throughout 

the year. I would like to take this opportunity to thank them. Anyone who would like to post, 

please let me know. I’m sure there are a lot of people out there asking why there isn’t more 

content! Well we need your help! 

 

Gavin Doherty and others have continued to work behind the scenes on the website to make 

it more interactive and useful to both existing and new orienteers. This includes the online 

registration system that saves event organisers work on the event day. Irish orienteering on 

social media platforms has been steadily growing, with the Facebook following now over 

4000. 

 

During the week of the World Orienteering Championships we hired some help with social 

media to provide regular content. Some of our international orienteers have also posted 

during events on instagram promoting the sport further. 

 

The rebranding of Irish orienteering Association to its new name Orienteering Ireland will be 

launched during IOC when we will officially use our updated logo. Many thanks to Deirdre 

and Aine who have been working on new promotional materials for IOC and the clubs 

around the country. 
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It is essential that our clubs continue to spend some time taking photos and using social 

media to promote their events and gain new members. All posts featuring event participants 

show a large reach and participants share the photos, promoting to their friends and family. 

Younger members should be encouraged to use their digital skills and help on social media. 

Thank you to all those who have worked with me through the past few years. I wish my 

successor the best of luck. In the meantime please contact comms@orienteering.ie if you 

wish for any assistance with your club promotion. 

 

Keep up the hard work, planning, organising, participating and making O happen all over 

Ireland every week. 

 

Don’t forget to use the hashtags! 

#LoveO #O4All #maprunIreland and as the summer comes, #IrlOonTour 
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Controller of Technical Standards 

 

Annual Report 

 
Orienteering Ireland 

Annual General Meeting 2022 

 

Twelve months ago the world was a very different place. Restrictions and uncertainty led to 

lack of opportunity in relation to Orienteering activities and doubts surrounding could we 

hold events and how. Thankfully in Q3/Q4 things changed for the better and a flurry of 

activity ensured that all the Regional championships were successfully planned, Organised 

and held within a six week period. 

 

IOC2022 

 

The clubs involved in Organising IOC2020 moved their focus to take advantage of the work 

already done to prepare for IOC2022. Thanks in particular to the Organisers, Controllers and 

Planners for their flexibility to ensure that this year’s championship could proceed. In 

addition I would like to thank the Organising Clubs for the next 2/3 rotations for moving 

their scheduled years to accommodate this. Preliminary plans are already in motion for 

IOC2023 with CNOC the host club.  

 

Major Events conference 

 

The last Major events conference held was in Portlaoise in 2019. It is intended to hold a 

Major events conference again this year in Q3.  The last one was an in person occasion but 

with the change in the acceptance of online conferences this may be the model we will use 

going forward. Either way the importance of the sharing of knowledge and experience at 

such an event should not be understated for anybody involved in planning a national 

championships or multiday event. 

 

Rules and Guidelines – Updates 

 

Over the past twelve months since the last AGM the IOA has continued to align its  

IOA Competition Rules, Guidelines and Appendices with current Best Practice and 

Internationally recognised standards. 

 

This is a constant process and continues to develop and change to meet the increasing 

demands of our sport both for International Elite athletes and those who try the sport for 
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the first time. Any changes or updates are based on fairness for all and maintaining the 

integrity of the sport. 

Some of the changes are only minor amendments while others can be significant. The 

document itself is available for all to read on the website. 

I would like to thank those members of the Orienteering community who have contributed 

to the discussions around the Rules and Guidelines. 

 If you would like to get involved in this process and become part of the Technical sub-

committee please make contact – all contributions appreciated.  

 

Planners Course 

 

In the months from October 2021 to February 2022 a considerable amount of work was 

undertaken by a small group to develop and produce a user friendly Planners course to be 

delivered on line to encourage and develop new planners. Deirdre NiChallanain, Eoin 

Browne and Mark Stephens were all instrumental in ensuring this course was delivered in 

March 2022 over four weeks to 16 students. The course co-ordinator Deirdre, with course 

content presenters – Mary Healy, Niamh O’Boyle, David Healy and Ruairi Short, ensured a 

very enjoyable and information filled course for all attendees. Hopefully the clubs will now 

encourage their newly accredited Orienteering Ireland Planner Level 2 members to develop 

their planning skills. 

The intention is to review this inaugural course and run it again in Q3/4 this year. It should 

also provide the template for an Organisers workshop and Controllers course to develop all 

these necessary skills. 

I would like to acknowledge the support from Scottish Orienteering and in particular Lynne 

Walker for their sharing of information and documentation. Also all the clubs that 

contributed to our map file for on course work. Without this input it would have been 

impossible to complete the course. 

Finally thanks to everybody who helped me in the last year. Whether it was a prompt to 

update a particular item or clarify an issue all those conversations were much appreciated.  

 

Paul O’Sullivan-Hourihan 

Controller of Technical Standards 

Irish Orienteering Association 

technical@orienteering.ie 

 

  

mailto:technical@orienteering.ie
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Vice-Chairperson Report - Orienteering Ireland AGM, May 2022. 

 

Most of the vice-chairperson's activity is behind the scenes and the past year was no exception. 

 

My main involvements were with: 

 

The Orienteering Ireland Governance Group, with Fergal Buckley, Mary O'Connell, Paul O'Sullivan 

Hourihan & Sarah Ní Ruairc; 

 

The Sport Ireland digital database of sports facilities in Ireland; 

 

Contacts with Sport Ireland regarding risk management; 

 

The Sport Ireland "Gov Enhance" programme, including making a presentation at one of their 

webinars; 

 

The post-Covid "Return to Orienteering" group. 

 

The Governance and Risk management aspects of the role will likely intensify during the 

coming year with an increased emphasis these areas, particularly with the expected change in 

the status of Orienteering Ireland to a company limited by guarantee. 

 

John McCullough 

12th April 2022. 
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Coaching & Education Plan 

Significant progress has been made on many of the goals from last year’s Coaching and 

Education Plan. 

Training Scheme for New Orienteers  
An element of our Coaching Plan for 2021 includes engaging with clubs to develop a skills 

pathway for Adults and Juniors new to orienteering.  

An updated Coaching and Education Plan for 2022 was submitted to Sport Ireland in 

October, some of the goals have been carried over from last year . 

Headline items in this plan include: 

• Apply for continued funding for the Ready to Go programme. 

• Develop a syllabus for a "Orienteering Development Instructor" - Development 

Instructor will be able to deliver a wider range of activities than an Level 1 Instructor 

– this has been carried over from 2021 

• Promote “Introduction to Orienteering" programmes and support clubs to deliver a 

consistent syllabus for novice and improving orienteers. 

• Work with the Controller of Technical standards to develop training for event 

officials. 

A pilot for the planner’s course was rolled out in February. This was very well received by 

the participants.  A big thank you to the course tutors, Mary Healy, Ruari Short, Niamh 

O’Boyle and David Healy. I would like to acknowledge the excellent work done by Deirdre Ni 

Challanain and Paul O’Sullivan Hourihan who made sure that this course came about.  

An element of our Coaching Plan carried over from 2021 is the proposal to develop a skills 

pathway for Adults and Juniors new to orienteering. To help put this into place we would 

continue to encourage club orienteers to sign up for an Instructor training course. 

Instructor Training  

Instructor Courses were badly disrupted by the pandemic –only one in-person training 

course was delivered between the 2020 and 2021 AGMs.  I am pleased to report that 

courses are fully back up and running again. Four training courses took place in the period 

between October and Christmas and are currently taking bookings for a further course 

scheduled for Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow in June.  

An instructor assessment is scheduled to take place in Avondale in Wicklow next month. 

An element of our Coaching Plan carried over from 2021 is the proposal to develop a skills 

pathway for Adults and Juniors new to orienteering. To help put this into place we would 

continue to encourage club orienteers to sign up for an Instructor training course. 
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• Map Run and Ready to go Orienteering Programme 

• Map Run and RTGO Training are both part of the package we offer Local Sports 
Partnerships. Training in Map Run has become part of the RTGO course.  

The first half of 2022 has been a stark contrast to the experience of 2020 and 2021. We have 

been extremely busy, with 19 RTGO courses expected to be delivered by the end of June. 

There is lots of interest and enthusiasm for Outdoor sports, among schools and LSPs. All of 

our Training Courses are now held outdoors. This has its own challenges in bad weather. 

Covid has caused many of our courses to be cancelled and then rescheduled. Sometimes on 

the day of the course attendance could be affected by the incidence in the local area. 

We have worked with 17 LSPs this year, this includes MapRun and Orienteering training 

courses. Orienteering offers LSPs a sport which is Outdoors, Inclusive of ages, genders and 

abilities. 

Both RTGO and MapRun work to engage Local Sports Partnerships with Orienteering. As a 

small NGB, this collaborative work with LSP broadens our sphere of influence. The support 

of OSI/Sport Ireland/National Mapping Agreement enables urban Orienteering mapping at a 

minimum cost. 

We have produced two films to promote and instruct MapRun. These films are on our 

website and will be used by LSPs to promote the MapRun opportunities in their areas. 

Working with LSPs on training and MapRun will grow our sport by increasing exposure and 

awareness of Orienteering. MapRun gives people the opportunity to discover Orienteering 

on their own doorstep. We hope this will then spark people’s interest in coming along to 

'club' events. 

 

RTGO courses delivered since the start of 2022 13 
Total Attendees 172 
RTGO courses scheduled to end of June 6 
Total Courses in First Half of the Year  19 
Percentage of attendees who are DAF Funded 36% 

  
 

We have broadened the category of those attending the training courses, they include 
Teachers, LSP staff, Community Leaders, Youth Leaders and teachers from Special Schools. 
We also have grown the number of RTGO Instructors and Assistants who can deliver the 
course. 
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Annual General Meeting 2022 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Income and Expenditure 

Orienteering Ireland (OI) reported a surplus of €9,903 for the Financial Year 1st January to 

31st December 2021.  While we recorded a surplus in 2021, it is much lower than that 

recorded in 2020, but this is a reflection of the increased levels of activity during 2021, in 

particular in the second half of the year. 

 

The table below lists the income, expenditure, and surpluses for Orienteering Ireland, 

formerly the Irish Orienteering Association, for the years 2010 to 2021 inclusive. 

 Income (€) Expenditure (€) Surplus (€) 

2021 166,430 151,527 9,903 

2020 216,383 105,322 111,061 

2019 145,470 119,106 26,364 

2018 103,708 116,484 (12,776) 

2017 111,651 102,129 9,432 

2016 91,315 94,354 (3,039) 

2015 99,801 96,631 3,814 

2014 62,610 64,236 (1,626) 

2013 73,003 76,303 (3,300) 

2012 66,637 77,703 (11,066) 

2011 60,183 59,691 492 

2010 84,773 85,285 (512) 

Table 1: Income, Expenditure and Surpluses 2010-2021 

 

Income  

OI recorded a total income of €161,430 in 2021.  The main source of income was grant 

funding from Sport Ireland that provided a total of €119,000 equivalent to 74% of total 

income.  Grant funding received from Sport Ireland was subdivided into three areas: 



Minutes of the 2022 AGM of Orienteering Ireland                                                                    34 | P a g e  
 

• Core grant €65,000 (received in two parts, February and November); 

• Dormant Account Funding (DAF) €50,000 (received in two parts, November 2020 

and November 2021); 

• European Week of Sport Grant €4,000 (September). 

 

Sport Ireland has allocated OI a total of €142,500 in grant funding for 2022, broken down as 

below: 

• €75,000 Core grant; 

• €20,000 COVID Investment grant; 

• €47,500 DAF grant. 

 

The Core and DAF grants are paid in two instalments, both of which have been received by 

OI.  The first part of the DAF and COVID investment grants were actually received in 

December 2021, and are shown in the Financial Statements as deferred income.  The second 

instalments of all grants will be paid in Q3 2022. 

 

Other sources of income included affiliation fees and event registration.  Event registration 

generated €820 compared to €2,070 in 2020.  Event registration fees for events that had to be 

cancelled in 2020 were offset against events registered for 2021, which is reflected in the 

decrease.  In 2021 the OI Committee made a decision to reduce affiliation fees for clubs in 

light of the enforced curtailment of activity and this is reflected in the income from affiliation 

fees: €360 compared to €3,260 in 2020. 

 

Income of €4,630 given as “Eventbrite” is the sum of the TIO bequest of €4,300, received in 

January 2021 and contributions from attendees at Safeguarding courses, which were made to 

OI via Eventbrite. 

 

Income associated with Orienteering Education, the Junior and High Performance Squads, 

and the DAF/RTG-O programmes is discussed below. 
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Expenditure 

Representative Orienteering 

The return to competitive international orienteering is reflected in the increase in the costs of 

the Junior and High Performance Squads.  A total of €27,195 was spent on representative 

orienteering, which included the costs of competition (WOC, JWOC, EYOC), squad gear, 

training and selection races.  This amount is net of income received, such as contributions 

from the Northern Ireland Orienteering Association towards the cost of athletes from 

Northern Ireland competing internationally.  The amount of this contribution was €1,246 in 

2021 and is shown under Income.  My thanks to the Northern Irish Orienteering Association 

for their assistance and patience in this regard. 

 

Dormant Account Funding, RTG-O and Orienteering Education 

The RTG-O programme commenced in 2017.  Its focus was on bringing orienteering to 

schools, primarily Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools (DEIS) schools, where 

students had little experience of orienteering.  It is funded by the DAF and disbursed to OI in 

the form of a grant from Sport Ireland.  The DAF grant also supports some of the 

Orienteering Education programmes.  It is used to buy equipment and provide further training 

for tutors.  Income and expenditure in these areas is set out below. 

 

Income € 

DAF Grant 50,000 

RTG-O 635 

Orienteering Education  32,217 

Total 82,852 

Expenditure  

RTG-O 35,444 

Orienteering Education 12,533 

Total 47,977 

Surplus 34,875 

 

Orienteering Education courses organised by OI continue to act as an income stream for the 

organisation, as has been the case in recent years. 
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Re-Start Sport, MapRunF & Online Event Entry System 

Organised orienteering resumed in June of this year but prior to that, many of us availed of 

courses on MapRunF, which were developed by the orienteering community.  In addition, 

there are multiple MapRunF courses available for locations countrywide.  The development 

of these courses was supported by the Restart sport grant received in November 2020, and OI 

will continue to support MapRunF into the future.  Restart sport funding also supported the 

purchase of equipment.  The total expenditure in this area was €19,142. 

 

The online event entry system, used by orienteers to pre-enter for events, was used where 

there was a return to competitive orienteering.  The system uses Stripe and there is a fee 

associated with its use.  At present OI is meeting the costs of that fee, in order to provide as 

much support as possible to clubs.  Those fees, and other bank charges, totalled €1,154 in 

2021.  This is an increase on 2020 but this was expected due to the increased levels of 

activity.   

 

Development & Women in Sport 

In September 2021 OI recruited two Orienteering Co-ordinators, Déirdre Ní Challanáin and 

Mark Stephens, on a contract basis.  There was an increase in demand for assistance with 

orienteering coaching, particularly from schools and Local Sports Partnerships, and 

additional resources were needed to meet that demand.  Costs associated with these two roles 

are allocated amongst a number of expense headings, but most particularly Development, 

Women in Sport and RTG-O. 

 

Admin & Information Technology Costs 

Costs associated with the general administration of the organisation are self-explanatory: they 

include affiliation fees, insurance, general expenses and contractor costs.  

 

In 2020 we commenced upgrading the website and this work has continued in 2021, and 

included an update associated with the organisation’s name change.  We also had other 
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software costs including subscriptions for our accounting package, GSuite and other 

products.  These are reflected in IT/Software and Communication Costs. 

 

No Major Event Subvention was paid in 2021. 

 

Balance Sheet 

The Association’s cash position at the end of the Financial Year remains strong.  The amount 

of assets less liabilities in 2021was €185,264 as compared to €175,361 in 2020.  This reflects 

the surpluses recorded in the past three years.  Current liabilities, as shown in the balance 

sheet, include pre-payment of some 2022 grant funding (€64,300) as well as payments that 

were outstanding on 31st January but made in early 2022.  These have all been met.  

Likewise, debtors reflects monies due to OI pertaining to work undertaken in 2021 but for 

which was not received until early 2022.  These have since been received.  

 

 

Name Change 

At the 2021 AGM the organisation’s name was changed from “Irish Orienteering 

Association” to “Orienteering Ireland”, following a vote from the membership.  In the second 

half of 2022 I made the necessary administrative changes to reflect that.  This included 

changing the name on the bank account and updating our registration with the Revenue 

Commissioners.  I wish to express my thanks to the other committee members who assisted 

with me with that, and showed considerable patience in completing and signing off on 

various forms.  

 

Acknowledgements 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my colleagues on the Committee for their 

assistance in providing the information necessary to prepare the Association’s Financial 

Records.  Thanks to all of the orienteering community for your enthusiasm for participation 

in the sport following two disruptive years.  Hopefully 2022 will see a continuation of the 
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levels of activity enjoyed in the latter half of 2021 and the sport of orienteering will continue 

to grow.   

 

Finally, a heartfelt thank you to Áine Joyce, General Administrator, for her hard work 

throughout the year, and her patience in answering my queries. 

 

 

-------------------------------- 

Sarah Ní Ruairc 

26th April 2022 
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