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This year of orienteering in Ireland has sadly been very difficult for all of us, whilst we had one or two
glimpses of the orange and white kites at a few points through the year there has been little in the
way of events to promote.
The year began with a virtual relay organised by Darren Burke
and myself which saw over 200 individuals compete in teams from
their chosen location! Whilst in most cases it wasn’t orienteering
that we competed in, it was approached with a great sense of
enthusiasm and hope at the time! Little did we know there would
be a second virtual event a year down the line!
Another virtual event was organised asking competitors to spell
the word orienteering over a six week period during
October/November, there were some very creative entries
including a very legible one from Josh in the Phoenix park (he
hasn’t let us in on how he managed it )

Orienteering has continued to grow with the introduction of Maprun bringing an alternative taste
of orienteering to the wider community. Following an article on the website last year and
considerable work by Andrew Cox, Pat Healy and Eileen Young (sorry if I have forgotten
someone) together with Colleen and financial support from Sport Ireland Covid Back to Sport
funding Maprun courses have been set up across the country. Many of the courses are being
used by schools and youth groups as a fun activity as well as individuals for their own
enjoyment.
In August we held a zoom meeting with a number of clubs sharing their tips and insights into
running events under covid protocols. A number of clubs who had already hosted events
presented their versions of orienteering events with covid precautions in place.
A number of people have kindly written articles for the website at various points throughout the
year. I would like to take this opportunity to thank them. Anyone who would like to post, please
let me know. I’m sure there are a lot of people out there asking why there isn’t more content!
Well we need your help!
Gavin Doherty and others have been working behind the scenes on the website to make it more
interactive and useful to both existing and new orienteers. There is some behind the scenes
work to enable us to request contact information from those who visit or download information
from the site which we hope will enable us to keep people informed of events in their locality.
Despite the lack of events over the past year the promotion of Irish orienteering on social media
platforms has been steadily growing.The IOA having begun posting on instagram in early 2019
now has over 1266 followers up 50% from last year!
A small group of younger orienteers have been posting for me on social media with various
themes, this has been helpful in keeping fresh content on our social media pages. I am very
grateful to them for helping with this, keeping fresh content on social media can be draining, a
team effort is recommended for clubs! The women in Sport posts have been particularly popular
and any content with lots of pictures of Irish orienteers!
As we don’t have too much to write about this year I’d like to throw a few visuals out to you to
dwell on and perhaps inspire clubs to continue to use social media, not just as a tool to promote
events, but also as a place to interact with your audience and future audience! Remember if
there is no content for long periods it is difficult to regain the momentum given the social media
algorithms in place, so work needs to start before the event!

This shows the audience demographics of the IOA pages and their geographical spread.

(P.S. I think FB have the figures muddled on the Instagram side)

This graph shows the reach or audience views on the page on any given day.

The Women in Sport post of Fingal O’s Jean O’Neill was the most viewed on both instagram
and facebook this year showing a massive spike in views with over 4000 views across the two
platforms! Well done Jean!
The next spike occurred following a beautiful map post of Inishbofin, bringing back some fond
memories no doubt! The IOC virtual relay also saw a spike over the May weekend.
What do Irish orienteers want to see on social media? Pictures of (Irish) orienteers, orienteering!
So clubs please don’t forget to assign someone to take pictures at your next event and ensure
you have permission as part of your pre event registration! For individual orienteers, don’t forget
to share your love of orienteering on your social media and bring a friend along, spread the
#LoveO!

Thank you to all those who have worked with me through the past few years. I wish my
successor the best of luck. In the meantime please contact comms@orienteering.ie if you wish
for any assistance with your club promotion.
Keep up the hard work, planning, organising, participating and making O happen again all over
Ireland every week as we navigate the path back to regular events.
Don’t forget to use the hashtags!
#LoveO #O4All #maprunIreland and hopefully later in the summer, #IrlOonTour
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