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Ready to Go 

Ten teacher training courses have taken place since the last AGM, 

Venue Partner Teachers Trained 
Waterford Waterford Sports Partnership 16 
Limerick  Limerick Sport Partnership 18 
Balbriggan CC Fingal  Sports Office 21 
Collinstown (west Dublin) x 2  South Dublin County Sports Partnership 39 
Lough Lannagh, Castlebar  Mayo Sports Partnership 16 
Clonmel Tipperary Sports Partnership 12 
Tanagh OETC, Monaghan Cavan & Monaghan Sports Partnership 21 
Carlow Carlow Sports Partnership 16 
Kilkenny Kilkenny Sports Partnership 10 
   
 

Three RTGO courses had taken place early in 2020 prior to the shutdown. 

The last activity to take place was the RTG training in Waterford on March 6th. All scheduled RTG training 

courses and park events, as well as a training day for Dublin City Council sports and wellbeing staff were all 

postponed due to the Covid-19 restrictions. 

It is hoped that the postponed courses can be rescheduled, however running our RTGO courses as they 

were before would be challenging, sports halls and spare classrooms are no longer available and for now 

teachers are unlikely to be available for training during the week. At this stage it is difficult to assess the 

level of demand among teachers for orienteering training given that the schools have been closed for so 

long.  

An online RTGO course would overcome some of these challenges. We are looking at offering the 

component parts of the course at different times to work with teachers’ schedules. Initially we have 

contacted teachers and schools that have completed the training and are offering follow up training using 

maps and resources that have already been developed. Zoom and other communication technology will 

prove to be useful for teaching some aspects of the course. 

The appeal and advantages of orienteering, as a safe, practical, outdoor activity for all schools has been 

raised as result of the pandemic. Orienteering is specified as a safe and recommended activity in the recent 

Department of Education guidance on the reopening of schools. 



 

 

The online RTGO Teacher Training course would have the same component parts as before but delivered 

differently. knowledge checking questionnaires, One to one Zoom meetings and possibly a one to one 

school visit. 

 

Three areas of focus for the remainder of the year: 

DEIS Schools/Teachers who have already done the course 

• Provide MapRunF courses (app based orienteering) 

• Provide refresher course in some aspects of orienteering 

Redesign the RTGO course so that it can be done online 

• Research available online resources 

• Provide any missing online resources 

Support the LSPs in working in disadvantage areas 

• Provide MapRunF courses for Parks 

 

We would use a combination of Video Resources, Webinars, these offer some advantages over the normal 

in person training 

• Not the same attendance restriction 

• Remote schools can be included 

• The purple pen session can be viewed as many times as needed by the attendees 

It is not possible to know the extent to which we can put the RTGO Teacher Training course online, so we 

will plan for some face to face time also. This can be a 3 hour session with a smaller number of teachers or 

it can be a one to one session on the school grounds for 1 hour. 

Other activities 

• Instructor training course took place in Killarney at the end of October and in Larch Hill in July. The 

July 2020 training course was entirely experienced club orienteers.  

• The course has been adapted to cater for the changed circumstances. Most of these 

adaptations are likely to retained for future training. Some elements of the course delivered prior 

to the attendance at the training venue. 

• I have sent on a template to act as a basis for a certified controller’s course – I will continue to liaise 

with the Director of Technical Standards on this. 



 

 

• Introductory skills sessions were taking place at most events prior to the shutdown. 

• Two Introductory family days were run – separate from events – in Avondale and in Balbriggan. 

• We had a very successful day at the Family Sportsfest at the National Sport Campus. The IOA ran an 

orienteering maze. We gave out information on the sport, this included information on upcoming 

fixtures and training sessions. A number of families attended the Beginner Skills training as a result 

of the Sport Campus event. 

• The “Complete Introduction to Orienteering” booklet was published, each club will have received a 

quantity of the booklet for distribution to novices. 

• Work is continuing on a syllabus, tutor and date for a mapping course. 

• Work is taking place on developing map templates for future Ready To GO school maps, we have 

always included IOA, RTG and Sports Partnerships logos. We are now hoping to take this a step 

further to ensure all thee maps have similar font, borders and other branding. 

• We have written up a set of Orienteering skill levels 1-3, these are a set progressive steps to take a 

beginner from introductory training to running on Red and Orange courses. I am working with a 

illustrator to create certificates for junior orienteers who complete each level.  

 


