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The role of the National Children’s Officer mainly concerns safeguarding and dealing with 

the relevant child protection legislation. 

Day to day dealings with the Juniors eg training, competitions home and abroad etc. are 

looked after by the Director of Junior Representative Orienteering. 

Garda vetting: 

I attended a day long conference on Garda vetting in Croke Park on 7th May 2019. 

Under the relevant legislation anyone, 18 years old or over, whose work or activity 

involves access to children must be vetted. This includes volunteers. There are limited 

exceptions. 

In the last year the juniors have had several trips, both home and abroad, on which we 

had 100% Garda vetting including 25 adults on the Killarney training weekend. I wish to 

thank all the adults involved and hope to maintain this standard. A special thanks to 

Barbara Foley-Fisher for all the work she does in organising the Garda vetting. 

Details of Garda vetting can be found on the IOA website under: Resources – Child 

Protection – Garda vetting. 

Sport Ireland NGB Safeguarding Audit: 

A Safeguarding Audit of IOA was done last year and submitted to Sport Ireland in June 

2019. This was to ensure that we have policies and procedures in place for all possible 

risks (Child Protection risks not Health and Safety), and that we have practices for the 

protection of children. Additional information required by Sport Ireland was submitted in 

February 2020 and we are awaiting the feedback on that. 

Details of IOA policies, procedures, protection of children etc. can be found on the IOA 

website under: Resources – Child Protection – Code of Ethics Documents. 

Risk Assessment and Child Safeguarding Statement: 

An email and written letter was sent on 9 December 2019 to every orienteering club with 

regard to their Risk Assessment and Child Safeguarding Statement. All clubs must legally 

do a Risk Assessment (child protection) and also a Child Safeguarding Statement. 

Thank you to those clubs who have confirmed to me that these have been completed. 

Details of Risk Assessment and Child Safeguarding Statement can be found on the IOA 

website under: Resources – Child Protection – Useful Links – Sport Ireland Safeguarding 

Guidance. 

  



Meetings: 

Over the course of the year I attended regular DSCO (Designated Safeguarding Children’s 

Officer) meetings run by the NSPCC’s Child Protection in Sport Unit (CPSU) in conjunction 

with Sport Ireland. It’s the perfect opportunity to meet National Children’s Officers from all 

sports all over the country, and useful to discuss with them issues relating to the 

implementation of the legislation in their organisations. Sport Ireland/CSPU also organise 

regular webinars, courses and workshops, several of which I have also attended.  

Courses attended: 

Risk management.  May 2019 

Opening doors and PEACE framework training. Talking to children.  June 2019 

Autism in sport.  July 2019 

Case management of poor practice cases.  Sept 2019. 

ACE’s (Adverse Childhood Experiences).  Oct 2019. 

 

A special thank you to Colleen, Barbara and all who have helped me. 

 

Ciarán Donaghy (National Children’s Officer). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


