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I took up the position of Chairperson of the Irish Orienteering Association (IOA) in February 2019. It 

had remained vacant since May 2018 when Paul O’Sullivan Hourihan had stepped down as required 

by the IOA constitution as he had completed three years in office. John McCullough (Vice 

Chairperson) and the committee assisted by Aine Joyce had ensured that the IOA continued to 

provide governance and support to clubs in the intervening period. 

During 2019, there were approximately 800 people who ran four events or more. This number has 

varied between 680 and 800 since 2007. However prior to 2019, it reached 800 only once in this 

period and that was in 2014. We would like to see this number increase and we undertook to trial a 

number of development activities supported by additional funding received from Sport Ireland. This 

is a slow process but there appears to be a healthy appetite for orienteering at the moment as 

evidenced by the attendance at the GEN training weekend held in Glendalough in January. The 

numbers of women participating in orienteering has been increasing steadily since 2011, which is 

very welcome. 

In 2019, Sport Ireland increased funding to the IOA by an additional €15,000 to support the 

development of the sport. The IOA was required to commit €5,000 of its reserves to support the 

development initiatives. This project consisted of a number of elements: 

• Provide support to CNOC during their summer series to develop a model that could be 

delivered to other clubs; 

• Anton Hallor and Eileen Young were recruited to support Leinster activities during the 

Autumn period; 

• The orienteering maze was introduced to hundreds of families at the Family SportsFest in 

the Sport Ireland Sports Campus in September; 

• Worked with Dublin City Council on an event for school children as part of Dublin SportsFest 

2019;  

• Commissioned Humphrey Murphy to conduct a strategic review of the orienteering in 

Ireland and identify areas which we should prioritise to strengthen the development work; 

and 

• Developed additional park orienteering activities that are run with Local Sports Partnerships 

(LSPs) to provide teachers with additional support so to make sure that they are confident to 

teach orienteering skills to their schoolchildren. 

 

There is excellent work happening in schools orienteering in the various regions. Andrew Cox is 

doing superb work in the South East region working with schools and LSPs to develop the sport of 

orienteering. There is a need to support the work being done in schools orienteering by educating 

teachers in teaching orienteering skills and to provide them with follow-up support to reinforce the 

learning process and foster confidence.  Eoin Browne, Aine Joyce and the development team have 

done excellent work in these areas. 

 



Throughout the country, volunteers are delivering quality events to other orienteers and 

newcomers. Volunteers remain the backbone of the sport but it is difficult to grow the sport 

significantly with relatively small numbers of volunteers doing the bulk of the work, particularly as 

orienteering is a sport that requires significant effort and skills to organise events. 

We plan to host a development seminar for clubs and individuals in the Autumn to discuss the 

strategic development of the sport and formulate a plan for the next few years. The seminar will be 

facilitated by Humphrey Murphy who has conducted a review of orienteering in Ireland and the 

work done by the IOA. Humphrey, while not a regular orienteer, has extensive experience of working 

with outdoor organisations, LSPs and sporting organisations to identify opportunities to improve the 

delivery of sport. Humphrey’s report will be available to everyone in advance of the seminar.  

In addition to the extra funding for development, Sport Ireland also approved additional funding for 

a Women in Sport initiative for orienteering. The areas identified for support were: 

1. Access to coaching, organising, controlling, mapping courses for females; 

2. Provide courses for teachers teaching in all-girls schools; 

3. Provide funding for toilets at events; and  

4. Produce a video that highlights women in orienteering, how they started, why they continue 

to orienteer and the enjoyment that it provides. 

We still have work to do on all the initiatives but we have made progress in initiatives (2), (3) and (4). 

We had scheduled filming for the Women in Orienteering video but Covid 19 forced us to postpone 

filming. Orienteering is a sport that welcomes women and they are visible in all aspects of the sport 

but we will continue to work on ensuring that it remains attractive for women. 

In the area of child and vulnerable person’s protection, Ciaran Donaghy and others working with him 

have done superb work. There is extensive work required in this area to comply with legislation and 

to ensure that vulnerable persons are protected. Ciaran has been in touch with the clubs to ensure 

that their procedures and policies are up to date and reflect current requirements. I urge all clubs to 

work with him to ensure that we can continue to deliver events in a safe environment, it is in the 

interest of the clubs, their members and the public. 

Within the IOA committee, Fergal Buckley, John McCullough, Sarah Ni Ruairc and Paul O’Sullivan-

Hourihan formed a sub-committee to ensure that we are compliant with the governance code for 

sport. This work was ongoing for a number of years and we are in the final stages of a review 

commissioned by Sport Ireland. There has been a lot of progress made in this area thanks to the sub-

committee and initial indications are that our governance is good order. 

I would like to thank all members of the committee for their commitment to the association and for 

the sterling work that they do, much of which is not visible to the members. There is a great team in 

place and I am very grateful. Colleen Robinson joined the committee in October 2019 to take on the 

role of Junior Affairs Officer. As always, she brings enthusiasm, energy and a very positive approach 

to the role. We are also grateful to: 

• Martin Flynn, the IOA webmaster who manages and supports the website as well as the Or 

software for results; 

• Barbara Foley Fisher who continues to work as the Child Protection Officer; 

• Colm Hill, the Data Protection Liaison; and 

• Rob McEvoy who acts as the Anti-Doping officer. 

 



I would also like to thank Aine Joyce who makes sure that the IOA continues to operate smoothly 

and gives us a gentle reminder when necessary. Aine has an in-depth knowledge of the sport and the 

various challenges and opportunities that need to be addressed. She is always helpful, patient and 

diplomatic. Thanks Aine. 

Finally, we are all acutely aware that our season has been totally disrupted due to the current Covid-

19 pandemic. We are liaising with Sport Ireland and the clubs in an effort to ensure a speedy but 

safe return to orienteering. In the meantime, there are some initiatives that should help you to get 

out and orienteer locally, e.g. MapRunF. Returning to orienteering will mean a change in a number 

of our practises to ensure the health and safety of athletes, officials and the public. We hope that 

these efforts will mean that orienteers can get back out enjoying their sport in a safe environment in 

the outdoors in the near future. Meanwhile, stay safe, enjoy your restricted exercise regime and 

hopefully we will see you in the outdoors orienteering soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


