
Minutes of the 2009 AGM of the Irish 
Orienteering Association 

 

 

Sunday, 3rd May 2009 at Community Centre, Lough Eske, Co. Donegal 

Attendance: 83 people attended the meeting; see Appendix at end of minutes. 

The Meeting was opened by the outgoing Chairman, Marcus Geoghegan.  

The minutes of last year’s AGM have been available on the IOA website for the previous 12 months 

and were accepted by the meeting. 

The reports of the Officers of the Irish Orienteering Association are below.  

Chairman 

Mapping Registrar 

Treasurer 

High Performance 

Controller of Technical Standards 

Director of Orienteering Education 

Junior Representative  

There were no reports from the Communications Officer, the Fixtures Secretary or the Honorary 

Secretary.  

Officer reports were followed by Motions to the AGM and by the Election of Officers.  

Motions 

Election of Officers 

Development Officer



Chairman’s Report to the 2009 Irish Orienteering Association Annual General Meeting 
Tawnawully, Donegal, May 3rd, 2009

 
Sometimes in Orienteering we do ourselves a disservice by talking about declining numbers, aging profiles, land-
access issues and difficulties in attracting young people to the sport. These are all real issues, but we need to temper 
this by also thinking of the many positive things that are happening in Irish Orienteering today. The calendar is so full 
that it is hard to find a free date; junior training sessions are overflowing; hundreds of young people are taking part in 
Schools orienteering; more than 40 mapping projects are underway; outdoor education centres want to do Orienteering 
training; the junior squad are producing excellent performances against world's best; over 80 orienteers have attended 
various Orienteering courses and seminars this year; and more people are actively involved in the administration and 
development of the sport, both on and off the IOA committee, than have been for many years.
 
For me the highlight of this year, the 40th anniversary of Orienteering in Ireland, is the fantastic work being done with 
the Junior Orienteering Squad. Please join me in thanking all of the people who work with the juniors – without you we 
would not have such a successful and vibrant group of enthusiastic youngsters. I strongly encourage every Irish 
Orienteer to help our junior squad whenever you find an opportunity, and congratulations to the squad members 
themselves on their excellent achievements in competition during 2008/2009.
 
Irish Orienteering is very grateful to the Irish Sports Council for the financial support that we receive from lottery 
funds. It is often a perception within orienteering that this is a pot of money that can be used in whatever way we like, 
but this is not true. Sports Council funding is ring-fenced such that it must be spent in specific areas, by far the largest 
of which is coaching. Ed Niland has developed an excellent coaching structure for Irish Orienteering; implementing 
this structure is not a one-man job - it is now up to all of us as individuals and clubs to make sure that it is a success.
 
Military Orienteering continues to thrive and I would like to welcome Captain Oliver Clear who is replacing 
Commandant Pat Farrelly as the Defence Forces' Orienteering official representative. I would also like to thank Pat for 
arranging a number of places for Irish Orienteers on British Army Orienteering Club training courses.
 
Irish Orienteering is very grateful to Martin Flynn for his ongoing work on orienteering.ie and for the continuing 
development of the event management software, Orienteering Ór. Stuart Scott's IOLeague has become the standard 
automated management system for a number of leagues including Munster, Leinster and Dublin-by-Night. John 
McCullough's "The Irish Orienteer" blogsite has been a great success with lots of interesting and informative articles. 
However it cannot survive without articles from orienteers and everyone is encouraged to contribute in some way 
during the coming year.
 
While the numbers attending schools events are very encouraging, at last year's AGM I highlighted weaknesses in our 
Schools' Orienteering structures and I am delighted that Andrew Cox with assistance from others has made great 
progress in this important area.
 
The “Computers in Orienteering” seminar in December 2008 was a great success and needs to be repeated in 2009; see 
http://tio.orienteering.ie for a full report. A controller’s course, two OCAD courses and a coaching course have been 
run this year. 

We are grateful to Fachtna Healy (CorkO) and Brian Power (Setanta) for their efficient management of the shared 
SportIdent kits. Electronic timing is now the norm at nearly every Orienteering event and this has put a lot of pressure 
on these shared kits - we need to create a plan for how this can be restructured to streamline the process for the 
2009/2010 season. A number of clubs are building their own club kits and one club has purchased an entire kit with the 
aid of a 2008 Sports Capital Grant from the Department of Sports.
 
In February 2009 the FIOA (Federation of Irish Orienteering Associations) was revived - the minutes of the meeting 
are available on orienteering.ie and the IOA looks forward to strengthening its relationship with the Northern Irish 
Orienteering Association (NIOA). In 2011 the largest orienteering event ever to be staged on this island, the JK, will be 
staged by the NIOA I am sure that they would be grateful for any help that an individual or club has to offer.
 
Since 2006 we have run social events in Inishbofin Island, Kilcrohane and Castletownbere and we are continuing this 
tradition at the 2009 AGM. As well as being informative these sessions are an attempt to increase the social aspects of 
our sport. CorkO are also running similar sessions during this year's 20th anniversary Shamrock O-Ringen in West-
Cork/Kerry. Their entry list is full of high-class international orienteers and it is a great credit to CorkO that they have 
firmly established the Shamrock O-Ringen on the international calendar. 
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I would like to thank the many Orienteers who quietly make a huge contribution to the administration and development 
of the sport, both on and off the IOA Executive committee. A number of clubs have had no representative on the IOA 
committee for many years; maybe this will change this year? There is a misapprehension that committee membership 
involves travelling long distances to regular meetings, but this is not the case. A small number of conference call 
meetings are held each year and most decisions are taken by email exchanges. The minutes of all IOA meetings are 
published on orienteering.ie. In January 2008 the IOA appointed a part-time paid assistant, Aine Joyce of GEN, to help 
with the administrative work of the voluntary IOA committee, especially Juniors and Treasurer. This system is working 
extremely well and all of the IOA committee are delighted with Aine's pleasant, efficient and reliable manner; we 
would be lost without her majestic organisational talents. 
 
After seven years of service, Brendan O'Brien of KerryO (previously Ajax) is stepping down as Director of High 
Performance Orienteering. Please join me in thanking Brendan for the excellent work that he has done over the years in 
managing and developing the Elite squad.

Harold White has re-established the technical sub-committee and the rules of orienteering are being updated. 
 
A highlight of the year was the completion of Brian Hollinshead's (3ROC) project to arrange the donation of 1,060 
maps to the Trinity College Map Library; see http://tio.orienteering.ie for a full report.
 
We are grateful to Bernard Creedon and Barbara Foley-Fisher who continue their work as the IOA's Medical Officer 
and Child Protection Officer. Clubs are reminded that it is their own responsibility to implement the IOA's Child 
Protection, Anti-Discrimination, Schools', Land Access and Anti-Doping policies, all of which are published on 
orienteering.ie. In addition Barbara is doing a lot of work on Garda vetting procedures and I encourage all clubs to help 
and support her with this vital process; you will be hearing more from her soon.
 
The IOA Development Officer has made great strides in the development of permanent Orienteering courses. Clubs are 
encouraged to develop close ties with local landowners, Coillte and the OPW. A confrontational attitude with 
landowners will not help our cause - an excellent example of how to work positively with Coillte and other semi-state 
agencies is the work that is being done by Philip Brennan of Setanta as the IOA’s representative to the Dublin 
Mountains Partnership, and by David Dare of Setanta who represents the IOA to the Irish Forest Certification 
Initiative. Leave No Trace is a very active in Ireland, but we have no representative to it.
 
I would like to remind Orienteers not to claim, either explicitly or implicitly, that they represent Irish Orienteering 
when they are dealing with any other organisation. You are free to make your representations as an individual or as a 
representative of your club, but if you want to lobby on behalf of Irish Orienteering please join the committee or ask to 
be nominated as an official representative by the committee. 
 
LeeO have disbanded and donated €2,000 for new elite trophies and a junior trophy. Some work has been done in this 
area but unfortunately not in time for IOC 2009. In order to progress this, someone, or a small group, needs to step 
forward and make this happen. Our elite trophies are worn and ageing - they do not properly reflect the dedication, skill 
and training that it takes to become a champion. 
 
In light of the legislative framework that governs sporting bodies, insurance requirements, and our child-protection 
responsibilities, the club affiliation and event registration procedures have been tightened and a constitutional 
amendment to incorporate Just Sport Ireland has been proposed to the 2009 AGM.
 
I would like to thank WEGO for 2009 Irish Championships and for facilitating the 2009 IOA AGM.
 
Next year I believe the whole Irish Orienteering community needs to focus on: involving more people in the 
development of the junior squad; regularising the position of schools' orienteering within the IOA; finding positive 
ways to work with Coillte and other landowning bodies; better meeting our child protection responsibilities; creating 
more inter-club rivalry; and enhancing the social, not just the competitive, aspect of our sport.
 
The IOA constitution does not permit the same person to spend more than three years as chairman, a wise provision as 
it gives others the opportunity to step forward and implement their ideas. I have completed three terms as chairman, 
double-jobbing as mapping officer, and I am now stepping down from both positions and from the committee. I would 
like to thank all of those that I have worked with on the committee over the last eight years for their enthusiasm, hard 
work and their endless patience when I bombard them with emails. It is a genuine pleasure to be a part of such an 
enthusiastic team.
 

Marcus Geoghegan, Outgoing IOA Chairman, May 3rd, 2009
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Mapping Officer’s report to the 2009 IOA AGM  
Tawnawully, Donegal, May 3rd 2009 

Irish Orienteers owe a huge debt of gratitude to those unsung heroes who have put time and energy into producing new and updated maps.  
Without them our sport dies. 

 
The 2008/2009 season has been a steady year for the completion of Irish Orienteering maps – a number of new league maps have 
been produced, new championship maps for IOC2009 have been introduced, and one championship area has been revived.  
  
Trinity College Map Archive: by far the most significant mapping event of this season is the completion of Brian Hollinshead's 
(3ROC) project to collect, collate and donate 1,060 orienteering maps to the Trinity College Map Archive. A handover ceremony was 
held on March 25th - for a full report see the TIO blogsite: tio.orienteering.ie 
  
OCAD Courses: Pat Healy was engaged to run two OCAD courses for the IOA, training a total of 26 new mappers: 
Munster: 7th March 2009, Rochestown Park, Cork, 15 attendees from CorkO, KerryO, BOC, Boru , WATO, UCCO 
Leinster: March 28th, Dunboyne Castle, Co. Meath, 11 attendees from CorkO, 3Roc, GEN, AJAX, SET, FIN, CNOC, 
The is no report from the Munster course; a report on the Leinster course is available on the TIO blogsite tio.orienteering.ie.  
A third OCAD course is planned for September 2009 in Leinster. 
  
Mapping Grants: the 2008/2009 mapping grant budget was initially €8,000, but this was increased to €13,100 in order to include the 
two OCAD courses and to reflect the high level of mapping activity planned between 2008 and 2010. €10,500 of mapping grants was 
given to the affiliated Orienteering clubs - see mapping.orienteering.ie for full details. There were 44 applications from 12 clubs 
which is a far greater level of mapping activity than in recent years. Unfortunately this means that the €10,500 budget had to be spread 
so thinly that the individual grants cover only a tiny percentage of the cost of producing a modern orienteering map. However on the 
positive side this amount of mapping, in conjunction with the fact that approximately 40 people have expressed an interest in the three 
OCAD courses being run by Pat Healy, is a very healthy thing for the sport and means that we can all look forward to running on 
many new and revised maps in the next few years. The 2009/2010 mapping budget has been agreed at €10,000 – the use of this 
budget is up to the incoming mapping officer. 
  
Website: The mapping section of orienteering.ie has been continuously updated during the past year. The most significant addition is 
the inclusion of all map registrations received in the last few years in PDF format. 
  
Waterproof maps: a couple of years ago I published the results of some basic research into the options for waterproof map printing. 
A number of clubs built on this and during 2008/2009 waterproof maps became commonplace at championship and league events. 
  
IOA Map Survey: the IOA map survey on mapping.orienteering.ie, based on original work by Gerry Brady in the 1990s, has been 
significantly updated as a result of Brian Hollinshead's map archive project. Please notify the Mapping Officer of any errors. This 
survey is the closest that the IOA has to a map register. Since taking on the job of IOA mapping officer in 2003 I have been unable to 
locate any official IOA map register – it seems to have disappeared sometime during the 1990s. 
  
Map Archive: it is an Irish legal requirement that copies of every map, and every map revision, be given to Trinity College. In order 
to keep up the momentum from the map archive project a document has been placed in mapping.orienteering.ie that details how this 
can be done. All clubs are strongly encouraged to follow this process and not to let the Trinity map archive become out-of-date.  
  
Map Data: at the previous two AGMs I highlighted how often our “partial” maps omit vital information such as scale, north arrow, 
contour interval, map name, names of the survey team, OSI license information and usually they do not assert copyright. This is bad 
practice; competitors are not given vital information, the mappers are not given credit for their work and legal ownership is not clear. 
This lack of map metadata caused severe problems during the map archive project as a number of the maps were no more than bits of 
paper with nothing to identify them. Clubs are strongly encouraged to layout their maps such that an information box containing the 
map’s data can be easily included in a partial map print, and also to adopt strict version control procedures. 
 
Next Year:  

1. I recommend that the incoming IOA Mapping Officer tries to identify if enough orienteering areas are covered by Ordnance 
Survey LIDAR datasets and if appropriate €5,250 of the mapping budget be used to purchase those datasets (€5,250 is the 
minimum OSI LIDAR purchase price). LIDAR datasets can be used to produce highly accurate contours. 

2. With a number of very notable exceptions the days of club-produced championship maps are dying – mapping is now a 
commercial activity. Irish Orienteering needs to find ways to pay appropriate rates for professional mapping services if we 
are to continue to compete on the high-quality maps that we have come to expect. 

 
After seven years as IOA Mapping Officer I am stepping down this year. In order to assist in finding a successor I have placed an IOA 
Mapping Officer job specification on mapping.orienteering.ie.  
 
I would like to thank all of the people that I worked with on IOA Mapping over the years and I am especially grateful for the help that 
I have received from Pat Healy of CNOC. 

 
Marcus Geoghegan, Outgoing IOA Mapping Officer 



IOA 

 

AGM 2009 

 

Treasurers Report 

 
 

Income and Expenditure Account 
 
Overall the IOA has a surplus for 2008 of €15,321 (deficit of €3,044 for 2007). The surplus is due to an 

increase in the grant from the Irish Sports Council, an increase in affiliation and  event registration fees, an 

exceptional donation from Lee Orienteers and a decrease in expenses. The decrease in expenses were 

primarily in the areas of  high performance, coaching, SI equipment and communications expenditure. 

 

Income 

 

The main source of the IOA income remains the Irish Sports Council Grant. The past grants from the ISC 

have been as follows: 

 

 2009 

€’000 

2008 

€’000 

2007 

€’000 

2006 

€’000 

IOA Grant 
Total Grant to NGB’s 

52.8 
11,470 

52.8 
11,915 

46 
9,181 

46 
7,625 

 

There was a slight decrease in overall income in 2008. The grant from the Irish Sports Council increased by 

€6.6 between 2007 and 2008. The decrease in income is due largely to a difference in accounting for 

Juniors expenditure whereby the  income has been used to fund the expenses during the various 

competitions.  Lee Orienteers made a donation to IOA of €2,000 which is to be used to fund new trophies. 

The trophies have not yet been purchased despite numerous requests for suggestions/help in this respect. 

 

The e-Card rental and sale income stream has dried up as more and more competitors now have their own 

cards and as the clubs take over this activity. 

 

The event registration fees increased in 2008, after a slower 2007. These fees are accounted for on a cash 

basis so when it gets accounted for depends on how when clubs register events. 
 

The  income from high performance and juniors represents the contributions that the senior and juniors 

make towards international competitions these amounts should be viewed along with the appropriate item 

in ‘Expenses’. For example 

 2008 

Seniors 

2006 

Juniors 

2007 

Seniors 

2007 

Juniors 

Income to IOA 

Payments by IOA 

Net funding provided by IOA 

€0 

€7,106 

€7,106 

€1,015 

€16,085 

€15,070 

€0 

€8,764 

€8,764 

€11,700 

€26,686 

€14,986 

In 2008 the Irish teams were funded to a total of €22,176, this is in comparison to €23,750 for 2007.  

 

Coaching income decreased in 2008, €7,106 from a level of €8764 in 2007 (in 2006 there were no coaching 

courses run). The figure is made up of amounts received in respect of contributions from participants on 

first aid courses and controller courses.  
 

 



Expenses 

 

Some of the items under expenses have already been addressed above (High Performance,  Juniors).  

 

Communication Costs include the cost of the website, infoline, photo competition prizes, promotional film 

and PO Box. There was a decrease in 2008 due largely to the fact that there was no Photo O in 2008 and 
the Promotional Film was accounted for in 2007. The infoline was largely defunct and has been replaced by 

orienteering.ie. This infoline facility has been discontinued. 

 

The depreciation expense is the writing off of the new SI units that were purchased in 2005 and the 

additional equipment purchased in 2007. The IOA now has SI equipment that cost over €12,000, this cost is 

spread over 3 years – just over €4,000 per annum. The net book value is currently €1,048. All of the 

original SI equipment was fully depreciated in 2007 hence the fall in 2008. 

 

The cost of coaching decreased due to a reduction in the number of courses offered. However certain 

individuals were funded to attend the Oringen Clinics and a BAOC OCAD Users Course. The net cost of 

coaching activities in 2008 (less the income) was €2,313. 

  
2008 was another strong year for mapping activities as the IOA continued to support clubs in their efforts 

to map new and existing areas. 

 

Insurance costs increased slightly in 2008. In 2007 the IOA took out officers and directors insurance for the 

first time – this protects those involved in responsible positions from being sued personally as a result of 

loss caused by a their negligence. The market for public liability insurance has become much more 

competitive in recent years (+ is attracting more media attention) hence premiums have been coming 

down/static.  

 

In 2007, the IOA made a donation to the Dublin Mountains Initiative to help this initiative in its endeavours 

to make the mountains more accessible for a number of sports and leisure activities. There was no request 
for funding in 2008. 

 

Other admin costs are self explanatory  

 

Balance Sheet 
 

 

The cash position of the IOA remains strong. A surplus of  €15,321 has translated into an increase in cash 

balances of nearly €18,269. The reason for the difference is depreciation of €1,185 and a decrease in net 

current assets (debtors less creditors) of €1763. 

  Surplus for the year   €15,321 

  + Depreciation    €1,185 

  + Decrease in Debtors  €8,950 
  - Decrease in Creditors (€7,187) 

  Increase in Cash   €18,269 

 

All of the amounts owing at year end have been paid and all amounts due to the IOA at year end have been 

collected.  

 

Fixed assets are represented by the SI units that were purchased during prior years. 

 

The IOA has now a capital surplus of nearly €71,000 which is the enduring legacy of many years of fiscal 

prudence in the management of the associations affairs. 



Income 2007€ 2007€ 2008€ 2008€
Irish Sports Council

Grant Note 1 46,200 52,800

Clubs

Affiliation Note 2 2,760 3,865
Event Registration Note 3 4,387 6,220
Rental of e-cards 120 7,267 0 10,085

Other income

High Performance Note 4 0 0
Juniors Note 5 11,700 1,015
Coaching 2,090 1,150
Sundry 0 13,790 2,000 4,165

Total Income 67,257 67,050

Expenses

High Performance Note 4 8,764 7,106
Depreciation 3,947 1,185
Juniors - training, JWOC, JHI Note 5 26,686 16,085
Coaching 6,656 3,463
Mapping Note 9 9,625 9,908
SI equipment 4,400 0
Insurance 4,480 4,624
IOF Affiliation 1,201 1,301
Dublin Mountains Initiative 500 0
IOC Subsidy 0 0
Misc 105 227
Sligo O Development Grant 500 0
WRE Subsidy 0 0
Admin

Communication Costs 2,150 1,528
Audit Fee 752 750
Secretary's Honorarium 0 5,000
Bank Fees 41 59
Expenses (postage, travel, meetings) 494 3,437 493 7,830

Total Expenses 70,301 51,729

Excess Income over Expenditure -3,044 15,321
(Total Income less Total Expenses)

Signed on behalf of the IOA executive:
Mary O'Connell    Marcus Geoghegan 1/5/09

Irish Orienteering Association 

Income and Expenditure Account 31/12/2008



Assets 2007€ 2008€
Non Current Assets

Equipment Note 8 2233 1048

Current Assets

Cash . 69,010 87,279
Debtors & Prepayments Note 6 9,495 545

78,505 87,824

Total Assets 80,738 88,872

Liabilities
Non Current Liabilities

Sundry Creditors Note 7 24,875 17,688

Total Assets less Liabilities 55,863 71,184

Equity/Represented By
Balance @ 1st Jan 58,907 55,863
Surplus for year -3,044 15,321

55,863 71,184
Signed on behalf of the IOA executive:
Mary O'Connell    Marcus Geoghegan 1/5/09

Current Account 2007€ 2008€
Current Account @ start of year 75,727 69,010

Cash Received 60,567 76,983
Transfer from Deposit Account 0 0

Cash Payments 67,284 58,714

Current Account @ end of year 69,010 87,279

Signed on behalf of the IOA executive:
Mary O'Connell    Marcus Geoghegan 1/5/09

Irish Orienteering Association 

Balance Sheet  31/12/2008

Irish Orienteering Association 

Cash Position  of Association @ 31/12/08



Notes To Accounts
1: Sports Council Grant

The amount from ISC represents €52,800 which was the association's full grant allocation for 2008.

The grant allocaiton for 2008 is €52,800. 

2 Affliiation Fees

The following is a list of the affiliated clubs
3ROC CorkO GEN GMIT O
Ajax DFO Kerry O UCCO 
BOC DUO MNAV UCD O 
BVOC Fingal Setanta Wat O
CNOC Athlone IT OC Sligo OC Galway O (Western Eagles) 
Affiliation fees ranged from €65 for new clubs to €200 for the larger clubs

3: Event Registration

The following amounts were received in 2007
2007 2008

Leinster 1,040 3230
Munster 2,575 2220
Conaught 772 770
Total 4,387 6,220

Amounts Paid per club 2007 2008

3ROC 355 285
Ajax 140 125
BOC 820 890
CNOC 0 910
Cork O 775 510
Fingal 35 830
WEGO 535 435
GEN 175 235
Kerry 315 315
Sligo 237 335
Setanta 335 555
UCD 0 170
Wat OC 665 505
Leinster Schools 0 120

4387 6220

Irish Orienteering Association



Note 4 - High Performance - Costs of Competition

Grants WOC World Cups Total

Amounts Received by IOA 0 0 0 -                

Amounts Paid by IOA
Entries, Accomodation, Grants etc 640             5,872       594            7,106        

Funding Provided 640             5,872       594            7,106        

In 2007 the IOA started its own grant scheme - to replace the Carding System that was 
administered by the Sports Council directly. The cost of the grants come from IOA resources.
Recipients were

2007 2008

Andrew Quin 1,000
Neil Dobbs 500
Nicholas Simonin 500 500
Niamh O Boyle 300
Patrick Higgins 140 (Training Subsidy)

2,300 640



Note 5 - Juniors - Costs of Competitons

Fund

Cork TT1 JK Goteborg Spring Cup JWOC JEC TT2 JHI EYOC Gear  Raising Misc Total

Amounts Received by IOA 1,015 1,015

Amounts Paid by IOA

Entries & Gear 93 303 3,137 1,526 1,441 1,568 8,068

Accomodation, Flights & Expenses 287 355 388 986 1,346 112 667 261 356 541 191 5,490

Grants paid to Juniors 2,527 2,527

Total Paid 380 355 388 1,289 1,346 3,249 2,193 261 356 1,982 1,568 0 2,718 16,085

Net Funding Provided 380 355 388 1,289 1,346 3,249 2,193 261 356 1,982 1,568 -1,015 2,718 15,070

The general method of aiding junior competitors is that juniors pay a significant amount of their costs (travel, accomodation

food) and get reimbursed some of those costs depending on the amount of funds that are avaliable at the end of the

year and the relative cost of the various competitions

Note 6: Debtors & Prepayments

Amounts due to IOA at 31/12/08

2007 2008

Misc 150
Communication Costs 395
Juniors 8775

Affiliation 720

9,495 545

All amounts due have been received



Note 7: Creditors

Amounts owed by the IOA at 31/12/08

2007 2008

Audit Fee 750             750          
Juniors 13,044        6,390       
Mapping 8,000          9,908       
Coaching 848             1,267       
Reg Fee Refund -                  70            
SI Equipment 412             -               
Meeting Expenses 186             -               
Communication Costs 1,635          

24,875        18,385     

Note 8: Equipment

The IOA purchased a number of upgraded SI units during the year. These are being
depreciaited on a straight line basis over 3 years with zero residual

Cost 2007 2008

At start of year 9106 12250
Additions 3144 0
At end of year 12250 12250

Accumulated Depreciation

At start of year 6070 10017
Charge for year 3947 1185
At end of year 10017 11202

Net Book Value

At start of year 3036 2233

At end of year 2233 1048



Note 9: Mapping

2007 2008

Mapping Grants
Wat O 400             -               
Setanta -                  656          
WE Galway O -                  1,500       
Fingal -                  638          
Galway O 960             -               
Ajax 900             1,163       
3ROC -                  150          
BOC 1,640          1,175       
Sligo -                  1,313       
DFO 800             300          
CNOC 400             150          
GEN 400             300          
MNAV -                  450          
Cork O 2,425          1,613       
Kerry O 1,700          500          

Total 9,625          9,908       

A Question was asked about the allocated of money to different areas of expenditure, Mary pointed out that some of the money received from  
the Irish Sports Council was ringfenced for specific areas eg coaching.
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High Performance Orienteering Annual Report, IOA AGM 3
rd 

May  2009 

 
 

1. WOC 2009: 

The Irish Team selection policy for the world Orienteering Championships 2009 to be held in  Miskolc, 

Hungary from 16th to 23rd August is attached: 

 

2. World Cup Finland 2009: 

The Irish Team selected to compete at Open Nordic Orienteering Championships 2009 and The World 

Cup In Orienteering 2009, Events 1 & 2 in Salo area, Finland are: 

 

Neil Dobbs  Niamh O’Boyle 

David Healy  Rosiland Hussey 

Ruairi short 

Colm Hill 

 

3. Irish Senior Squad Blog 

A new blog has been created to provide updates on all Squad activities: 

http://irishseniororienteering.blogspot.com/  

 

Updates on training logs, new gear, selection policies and active updates from events and races will now 

be provided here. Anybody is free to subscribe and follow what is happening. 
 

 

4. Gear re-design and new Contract 

 

A new contract has been signed with Trimtex to provide gear to the Senior Squad for the next 3 years. It 

includes Orienteering suit, singlet and tracksuits. 
The final new design is on the blog: http://irishseniororienteering.blogspot.com/ 

 
5. Results from 2008  

5.1. WOC: 

The Irish Team that competed at the world Orienteering Championships in Olomouc, Czech Republic 

from 10th to 20th July was: 
Women:  Niamh O Boyle, Ciara Largey, Ailbhe Creedon 
Men:   Andrew Quin, Patrick Higgins, Neil Dobbs 
 

5.2. World Trail O 
We had 2 competitors at the World Trail O champs at the Czech Republic in July 2008. Alan Gartside 
and Wilbert Hollinger represented us well finishing 18

th
 and 41

st
 respectively. 

 

5.3. World Cup & others:
Athletes competed at the following other international events also: 

Brendan O'Brien is stepping down as Director of High Performance after 7 years of service.
David Healy and Andrew Quin from the Senior Squad presented Brendan with Whiskey and Chotolates to thank him
for his years of work.

Brendan's report is below:
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World Cup in  Dalarna, Sweden, July 2008 

• Patrick Higgins 
 
World Cup in  Siggerud, Norway, June 2008 

• Ailbhe Creedon, David Healy, Darren Burke 
 
 
Special mention to 2 recent results at JK 2009.  

• Nicolas Simonin finshed 4
th
 overall in the M20E class 

• Niamh O’Boyle finshed 5
th
 overall in the W21E class 

 

 

 

 
Brendan O’Brien 

Director of High Performance 

Irish Orienteering Association 
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WOC & World Cup 2009 Selection Policy 

 
Policy The Irish Team selection policy for the world Orienteering Championships 

2009 to be held in  Miskolc, Hungary from 16th to 23rd August, is as follows;  

- www.woc2009.hu 

1. 2umber of Competitors: 

Men: A minimum of 5 men will be selected, with a maximum of 6 being selected. 

Women: Up to 3 women will be selected.    

 

2. Selection Races: 

The selection for WOC 2009 will be based upon performances at the following 

races.  

a. Irish Orienteering Championships 2009.  

 Men: There will be three [3] automatic places available for men based 

upon the results during these races. The selection will be as follows; 

First man in the Medium distance is automatically selected. First man in 

the classic is automatically selected. Best man with combined results of 

both the classic and medium races is automatically selected.  

Women: There will be two [2] automatic places available for women based 

upon the results of these races. First woman in the Medium distance is 

automatically selected. First woman in the classic is automatically 

selected.   

b. The following races will be considered;  

The performances at the following races will be considered when 

completing the makeup of the mens and womens team for WOC 2009.  None of 

these races are mandatory, but to be considered for selection athletes 

must have competed in at least 2 races of the list below.   

- Spring Cup 2009, Denmark, 27-29 March 2009, www.springcup.dk   

- JK 2009, UK 10-13 April 2009. www.jk2009.org.uk   

- Shamrock O-ringen, Killarney , 30 May - 1 June 2009, 

www.corko.net/shamrock   

- World Cup Events from 2008 will be considered.   

- Any other World Ranking event in 2008/2009 will be considered.   

 

3. Selection: 

Selection will be made in early June 2009 to allow competitors adequate time to 

prepare and train in the relevant terrain etc. In the event of there being a 

number of competitors in contention for the final selection places a head to 

head race will be held with the first past the post being selected. This is 

likely to be during the Shamrock O-Ringen in June.   

 

4. World Cup Selection: 

Selection for world cup races will be on known form over the past year at world 

ranking events. The 2008 World Cup races are as follows;   

Event     Date     Type         Venue   

1  9 June  Middle distance, Salo, Finland, www.noc2009.fi  

2  10 June Sprint distance, Salo, Finland, www.noc2009.fi  

3  26 June Middle distance, Fossum, Norway, www.app.o-festivalen.com/wp/2009/  

4  27 June Long distance, Fossum, Norway, www.app.o-festivalen.com/wp/2009/  

5  19 Aug  Middle distance, Miskolc, Hungary, WOC09, www.woc09.hu  
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6  20 Aug  Sprint distance, Miskolc, Hungary, WOC09, www.woc09.hu  

7  23 Aug  Long distance, Miskolc, Hungary, WOC09, www.woc09.hu  

8  26 Sep  Middle distance, Zurich, Switzerland, www.postfinancesprint.ch  

9  27 Sep  Sprint distance, Zurich, Switzerland, www.postfinancesprint.ch  *  

 

5. Mountain Bike Orienteering:   

1.          9 - 16 Aug      World MTBO Champs, Ben Shemen, Israel, 

www.nivut.org.il/mtbo/default.aspx   

2.    22-29 June European MTBO, Copenhagen, Denmark, www.eocmtbo2009.dk 

 

 

 

 
Brendan O’Brien 

Director of High Performance 

Irish Orienteering Association 
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Highlights and Summary Elite Competition 2002-May 2009 
 

2002: 
 

World Cup Races 

o Round 1 – Belgium,  2
nd
 – 3

rd
 June. 

� Team: John Feehan, Andrew Quinn, Neil Dobbs 

� Team: Faye Pinker, Fionne Austin 

o Round 2 – Switzerland, 7
th
 – 9

th
 June. 

� Team: John Feehan, Andrew Quinn, Neil Dobbs 

� Team: Faye Pinker, Fionne Austin 

o Round 3 – Norway, 30
th
 June – 3

rd
 July. 

� No Team was selected 

o Round 4 – Sweden, 5
th
 – 7

th
 July.  

� No Team was selected 

o FINAL ROUND - Brno, Czech Republic, 1st - 5th October. 

� Team: Colm Rothery, Marcus Pinker, Alan Barry, & Darren Burke 

 

European Orienteering Championships 2002  - Hungary, 23 – 30 September 

Men: Colm Rothery, Marcus Pinker, Alan Barry, & Darren Burke 

 

MTOB World Champs 2002 – France, 2
nd

 – 7
th

 July. 

Men: John Casey, Justing May, Ian Rochford, Martin Flynn, Seanan O’Boyle, Paul Mahon. 

Women: Nina Phillips, Mary O’Connell. 
 

2003: 
 

World Champs 2003 Rapperswill, Switzerland from 1st to 9th August 2003.  

Men:  Bill Edwards,Niall Bourke, David Healy, Andrew Quinn, Brendan O’Brien,  

Neil Dobbs 

Women: Voilet Linton, Fionne Austin 

 

            /ote: Irish Orienteering Champs competition made a key requirement for WOC selection. 
 

2004: 
Carding Schemes 

o We had one carded athlete in 2004, Niamh O’Boyle, under development scheme for 

Juniors. 

 

WOC 2004 Selection Policy:  

o based upon 2 selection races held in Sweden on 7th and 8th of August 2004. 

 

World Champs 2004 Vasteras Sweden from 11th to 19th September. 

Men: Marcus Pinker, Steven Linton, Colm O’Halloran, Andrew Quinn, Neil Dobbs 

Women: Toni O’Donovan [ did not travel], Voilet Linton, Ailbhe Creedon 

 

Mountain Bike Orienteering World Championships 

The 2004 MTBO World Championships was held in Victoria, Australia in October 2004.  

Team: Eoin Rothery, Mark Geary, Nina Phillips & Eunice Cinnamon. 

 

/ote: Nina Phillips was ranked 8
th
  in the final MTBO world rankings for 2004. 
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Ski Orienteering World Championships 

The ski-o world champs took place in Levi Kittilä, Finland  from March 5-12.  

Team: Rory Morrish & Nina Phillips. 

 

Trail Orienteering World Championships 

In 2004 Ireland’s first competitor ever to compete in the World TrailO Championships. 

Alan Gartside finished a very credible 21
st
 overall 

 

2005 
Carding Schemes 

o In 2005 we have 1 athlete confirmed as carded, Nina Phillps, at international level for 

MTBO. 

 

Mountain Bike Orienteering World Championships 

The 2005 MTBO World Championships was held near Banska Bystrica, Slovakia, from 5 - 11th of 

September, 2005.  

Team: Nina Phillips, Toni O’Donovan & Thomas McNally. 

 

Trail Orienteering World Championships 

Ireland was represented by Alan Gartside in the World Trail-O Championships in Japan in August 

2005. 

Alan finished in a fantastic 6th position overall from a field of over 40 competitors from across the 

world. 

 

SKI  Update: After competing at world champs in ski O 2005, Rory Morrish went on to compete 

for Ireland at the Winter Olympics in Turin 2006. 
 

2006 
World Cup & EOC 2006 Otepää, Estonia 6 - 14 May 2006 

Team: Andrew Quinn, Niamh O’Boyle, Neil Dobbs, & Toni O’Donovan 

 

World Champs 2006 in Denmark 

Women:  Ailbhe Creedon,  Niamh O'Boyle 

Men:  Neil Dobbs,  Andrew Quinn, Stewart Caithness, Ivan Millar 

 

/ote:  Andrew Quinn qualified for the SprintO final at WOC 2006 

 

World Cup France 2006 

Women:     Toni O’Donovan 

Men:    Alan Barry, Ivan Millar, Andrew Quinn, Neil Dobbs 

 

Mountain Bike Orienteering World Championships 

The 2006 MTBO World Championships was held in Finland in July 2006.  

Team: 

• Eoin Rothery,  88
th
 Med Final  

• John Houlihan, 30
th
 Long Final & 60

th
 Med Final 

• Nina Phillips, 36
th
 Long Final &  24

th
 Med Final 

 

Trail Orienteering World Championships 

In 2006 Alan Gartside finished 14
th
 in the European Trail Orienteering Championships in Lithuania  
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IOA High Performance Development Grants 

In 2006 the Irish Sports Council have changed their policy on Carding grants relating to 

Orienteering and the IOA must now administer an appropriate grant scheme to help athletes develop 

their potential in training and competition. 

The IOA has awarded €8750 in High Performance Development Grants in 2006  the recipients of 

are as follows. 
/ame   Category of Award  Value 
Nina Phillips  World Class 3 Category  3000 

Toni O’Donovan International   2000 

Niamh O’Boyle  Development   1250 

Andrew Quinn  Development   1250 

Neil Dobbs  Development   750 

Patrick Higgins  Junior Development  500 
 

2007 
World Champs 2007 Ukraine from Aug 17 - 25. 
Men: Andrew Quinn, Neil Dobbs, Shane Lynch, Darren Burke 

Women: Maeve O’Grady 

 

IOA High Performance Development Grants 

The IOA has awarded €2800 in High Performance Development Grants in 2007, the recipients of 

are as follows. 

/ame Category of Award Value 

Nicolas Simonin Junior Development 500 

Niamh O’Boyle Development 300 

Andrew Quinn Development 1000 

Neil Dobbs Development 500 

Patrick Higgins Junior Development 500 
 

Mountain Bike Orienteering World Champs, Czech Republic from 5-12 August 2007. 
The best result was achieved by John Houlihan who finished 22nd in the Elite A final 
(over 16 places ahead of the top UK athlete) 

 
Trail Orienteering World Championships 

In 2007 Alan Gartside achieved an fantastic performance, with a 3rd place podium finish at 
the European Trail Orienteering Championships in Carcans, France 10-13 July 2007. 

 

2008 
World Orienteering Championships in Olomouc, Czech Republic from 10th to 20th July  
Women:  Niamh O Boyle, Ciara Largey, Ailbhe Creedon 
Men:   Andrew Quin, Patrick Higgins, Neil Dobbs 
 

World Cup races 2008:  

World Cup in  Dalarna, Sweden, July 2008 
Team: Patrick Higgins 

World Cup in  Siggerud, /orway, June 2008: 

Team: Ailbhe Creedon, David Healy, Darren Burke 
 

World Trail Orienteering 

We had 2 competitors at the World Trail O champs at the Czech Republic in July 2008. 
Alan Gartside and Wilbert Hollinger represented us well finishing 18th and 41st respectively. 



 

In at the deep end! The following summary of my activities in the first year should 

indicate the direction I hope this role is taking and look for the support and guidance 

of the IOA to carry on. 

 

 

Irish Orienteering Schools Group 

 Published a proposal for development of schools orienteering. I hope that this 

will be formally passed at the AGM and that I can then begin the job of 

organising and promoting orienteering in schools on a more formal basis. 

(Check out document, under miscellaneous in the IOA website information.) 

 Set up www.irishschoolso.blogspot.com to promote schools orienteering. 

 Kept in touch with as many of those involved in schools orienteering as 

possible by attending regional and national events. 

 

Permanent Orienteering Courses 

 Published two articles on POC’s on www.waterfordorienteers.blogspot.com  

The first of these was from a visit to Duthrie Park in Aberdeen, Scotland. The 

second was on the Marina park in Cork City. I made suggestions about best 

practice. 

 Completed guidelines on setting up POC’s based on BOF guidelines, 

comments received via the egroup and from discussions with Colin Gibbon of 

Shielbaggan Adventure Centre and County Wexford Sports Partnership and 

Kevin O’Callaghan who is based in Galway Mayo IT.  These guidelines are: 

establishing a POC; what makes a good POC; map packs; teachers notes. 

 Communicated with Rosarie Kealy (Waterford Sports Partnership), Valerie 

Connolly (South Tipperary Sports Partnership), Eithne Lydon (Cork City 

Council), Geoff Michael (Duchas/JFK Arboretum) regarding setting up of 

POC’s. There is overwhelming will to do so as costs permit. The first stage is 

to look at areas where the map has already been developed. The second is to 

assist with access to mappers. Pat Healy and Sean Cotter have already done 

tremendous work but I feel we need more bodies out doing this vital work and 

a greater turnaround time. The third is to put the courses in place on the 

ground. Access for the general public and schools will be via pdf files on the 

internet and/or maps available at Adventure centres,etc.  

 Contacted by the Recreation section of Coillte regarding policy on POC’s. 

They are currently working with Philip Brennan to set up a POC at the Hellfire 

club. They would like an indication of which woods would be most suitable. I 

hope to draw up this list to bring to a meeting in early June. They also 

indicated a lack of finance which would suggest the support of the local Sports 

Partnerships (as in Wexford and Cork) is critical. 

 

Personal Development/Involvement 

 Participated in the first of three weekends of Adventure Sports Tutor Training 

run by Coaching Ireland. This is the first tutor training delivered by Coaching 

Ireland specifically for Adventure Sports. It is part of the new Adventure Sport 

Framework for Ireland. The Adventure Sport Framework is a new instructor 

training and accreditation framework which has been developed by Coaching 

Ireland and eight Adventure Sport NGBs (Irish Canoe Union, Underwater 

Development Officer’s Report to IOA AGM May 2009

http://www.irishschoolso.blogspot.com/
http://www.waterfordorienteers.blogspot.com/


Council of Ireland, Irish Sailing Association, Irish Surfing Association, 

Mountaineering Ireland, Speleological Union of Ireland, Cycling Ireland, Irish 

Orienteering Association). The framework is also supported by the Irish 

Sports Council and Sports Council Northern Ireland. The framework aims to 

bring the eight adventure sports under one common training and accreditation 

framework. It is an exciting new development and is included in the first ever 

Coaching Strategy for Ireland 2008-2012. 

 Attended both the OCAD and Computers in Orienteering workshops. These 

will help me to develop maps during the next year. 

 Attended the Inservice course given in Ennis to train Junior Certificate PE 

teachers in how to move from the school grounds into the local park or forest. 

I have established links with the Inservice body in the Department of 

Education responsible for this training. They look forward to the finalisation 

of the Coaching Awards. 

 Attended a school’s workshop on Gaisce, President’s Award. The chief 

executive is now Barney Callaghan who remembers his army days and would 

be delighted to promote the role of  orienteering. 

 Organised and planned 6 schools specific orienteering events 

o South East Primary Schools at Newtown School (a first to be held in a 

school I believe?) 

o South East Secondary Schools 

o South East Relays 

o Munster Primary Schools 

o Munster Secondry Schools  

o Primary schools training 

 Focussed on links with the SE regional Scout organisations and ran two 

training events specifically for them as well as encouraging their participation 

at Club events. This is an area I would hope to develop links further in the 

future. Often Uniformed group events take place without much participation 

from clubs. They are a tremendous souce of talent. 

 

 

Andrew Cox 

development@orienteering.ie  

mailto:development@orienteering.ie
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In response to an appeal for volunteers, the Technical Sub-Committee was established in early 2009 to assist in 

the major task of bringing the present Rules and Guidelines up to date. Its members are Danny O’Hare 

(CorkO), David Healy (GEN), Harold White (3ROC), Mary Healy (GEN), Padraig Higgins (MNAV), and 

Raymond Finlay (FermO). 

 

 Its first meeting was in March where the topics discussed were the criteria for the IOA Subvention to clubs to 

assist in the staging of major events, guidelines for the Irish Sprint Championships, and the types of 

Championship events. The formal approval of any recommended new or changed Rules or Guidelines will be 

sought from the Executive Committee in due course. Future topics for review are the Guidelines for Colour 

Course events, and Irish Championship events. 

 

A process was set in motion last June to re-establish the Register of Certified Event Controllers that was last 

updated in 2003. As Controllers need to be involved in planning, controlling, or organising a C2 or C3 event in 

the previous three years to maintain their Certified status, this needs to be an on-going process to ensure that 

the records are kept up to date. So far only 23 people have registered that compares with the 73 on the 2003 

Register, and clearly many more are required to support the present C2 and C3 events on the fixture list. This 

is a further appeal for the many others who meet the criteria to register as a Certified Event Controller. 

 

As part of the IOA education plan, a Controllers’ course was held in Kilcoran Lodge, Cahir, on 21 March 

2009, and was aimed at both new and experienced controllers. It was led by Mike Richardson (3ROC)  and 

covered the interpretation of the competition Rules and Guidelines, and the practical aspects of controlling 

with exercises carried out in the nearby Glengara Wood. Control sites were used from a recent event and our 

thanks go to CorkO for their assistance in this. 

 

The major change in the Rules over the past year related to the Irish individual Championship events where 

they were formally made ‘Open’ events, and the definition as to who qualifies to become an Irish Champion in 

the Elite competitions, or as an Irish Class Winner in the age classes was changed. 

 

As well as the on-going review and revision of the competition Rules and Guidelines by the Technical Sub-

Committee, we are planning in the Autumn a Controllers’ seminar for all Certified Event Controllers to discuss 

topics of current interest, and a Planners’ course. 

 

Harold White 

Controller of Technical Standards 

27 April 2009    

There were no reports from the Communications or Fixtures  Officers



Director of Orienteering Education report to the 2009 Irish 
Orienteering Association Annual General Meeting 

Tawnawully, Donegal, 3
rd

 May, 2009 
 

 

The following is a summary of work which has been ongoing, and is in varied stages of completion.  

 

Instructor Courses: 

Stage 1: Orienteering instructor; 

Orienteering Instructor course has been piloted within GMIT and will be piloted again in the next few months 

by me and a number of IOA Tutors. Final resources will be agreed and published before a full launch later in 

the year.  

Stage 2: Advanced Orienteering Instructor; 

Resources for this course are being finalised at present. The course will be piloted and launched at the same 

time as the OI course.   

Stage 3: Senior Orienteering Instructor; 

Draft resources are being prepared and will be finalised after the final resources of the first two courses are 

completed and launched. 

Specialist Orienteering Instructors (MTBO, Trail & Mountain Navigation);    

Minimal work has been achieved on these courses due to time constraints, with a outline syllabus progressed 

and contacts with each of the partner National Governing Bodies of Cycling Ireland, IWA-Sport & 

Mountaineering Ireland. 

 

Coaching Courses 

Level 1: Personal Orienteering Coach 

The course will build on the instruction skills taught within the Instructor courses and introduce training 

methods necessary to become a competitive Orienteer. This will include modules on the physical, mental and 

lifestyle skills required.  

This course will piloted after the first two Instructor courses have been completed and launched as there will 

be a substantial overlap. 

Level 2: Orienteering Club Coach 

Draft resources are being prepared and will be finalised after the final resources of the first two courses are 

completed and launched.  

Level 3: Provincial/National Coach & Level 4: National/International Coach 

Minimal work has been done on this due to time constraints. 

 

Orienteering Ability Awards: 1-6 

These have been progressed substantially up to level 4 and will be finalised and fine tuned with the help of the 

new tutors during the year. Having these available for the new Instructors will allow them to be able to certify 

their students to be competent as applicable to their personal development. 

 

Orienteering Tutors: 

Through the Adventure framework, Four active Orienteers are at present being trained as Coaching Ireland 

certified IOA Tutors. They will be invaluable addition to the growing team involved in Orienteering 

Education.  



Along with these we will be joined by other tutors, trained by other National Governing bodies who would 

also like to deliver Orienteering Education courses. These will be carefully picked for suitability and 

geographically spread. Having these extra tutors will give us a capacity to deliver on the work done so far and 

allow us to accelerate our long term development by taking pressure away from one or two individuals.  

We will be organising a number of workshops to train all the tutors in the materials before they start to deliver 

them to you and the general public.  

 

Adventure Framework: 

The framework between the eight adventure sports will be agreed later this year and published by Coaching 

Ireland.  

 

Long Term Orienteer Development Plan: 

The LTOD has yet to be published, but will be published along with our new instructor & Coaching 

educational courses as one document when outlines & syllabus of all courses have been agreed between IOA 

& Coaching Ireland 

 

With the number of trained IOA tutors increasing substantially from May 2009, we will have increased 

capacity to achieve a number of major targets in the near future. I would be obliged if you could bear with me 

and excuse the missed target for this year. I aimed to have a lot more work completed by this time. Personal 

issues in the last six months have slowed progress down substantially. 

This has prompted me to continue in the position if requested to do so at the general meeting. 

 

Ed Niland 

Director of Orienteering Education 

director.orienteeringeducation@gmail.com 
 
 



 

Results Overview 

The fresh news on the Junior Squad is from the JK at Easter, where Irish girls were prominent in the 

Sprint (Caoimhe O’Boyle 1
st
 W12, Niamh Corbett 2

nd
 W14, Aine McCann 2

nd
 W18), & Nick Simonin 

was 3
rd

 in M20.  Nick continued his form to take 4
th
 overall in the main competition, with 9 Irish juniors 

(including hopefully future squad members) in the top 10.  These were the most spectacular results of the 

past year, but there were many strong runs and solid results, at Spring Cup & EYOC in particular.  The 

best International Junior result was Kevin O’Boyle 39
th
 in the Sprint at EYOC.  Notable also that despite 

having a reduced team we were closer than ever to beating Wales at the JHI, with the help of 3
rd

 place in 

M14 by Jack Millar & 2
nd

 W16 by Aine McCann. 

 

Competitions 

Junior World Orienteering Championships (JWOC), Goteborg, Sweden, 29 June-6 July 

M20 Colm Hill, Fiach O’Rourke, Ruairí Short, Nick Simonin. 

Junior European Cup (JEC), Arlon, Belgium, 29 Aug-1 Sep  

M20 Colm Hill, Fiach O’Rourke, Ruairí Short, Nick Simonin 

M18 Niall Ewen, Alan Lane, Kevin O’Boyle. 

European Youth Orienteering Championships (EYOC), Switzerland, 9-12 Oct. 

M18 Niall Ewen, Alan Lane, Padraig Mulry, Kevin O’Boyle 

M16 Sean Knight, Colm Moran, Conor Short 

Junior Home International (JHI),  Ainsdale, Merseyside, England . 

19 competitors including 12 IOA. 

W18 Fiona Hill, Katarina Stefkova. 

W16 Aine McCann, Andrea Stefkova. 

W14 Niamh Corbett, Dearbhla Knight, Cliona McCullough, Deirdre Ryan.  

M18 Niall Ewen, Alan Lane, Padraig Mulry. 

M16 Cillin Corbett, Sean Knight, Colm Moran, Conor Short. 

M14 Eoin McCullough, Jack Millar, Alex Simonin, Mark Stephens. 

 

Training 

23-24 Aug - pre-JHI training - Greg McCann - Navar, Fermanagh & Finner, Donegal 

6-7 Sep - Time Trials/Training - Ruth Lynam, Darren Burke – Belfield, Dublin & Djouce, Wicklow. 

29-30 Nov – Ruth Lynam - Mullaghmeen & CROC Lough Key. 

14-15 Feb – Ruth Lynam - Mahon Falls & Knockanaffrin, Waterford 

14-15 Mar – Ruth Lynam - Trials/Training – Ballinastoe, Wicklow & Bull Is., Dublin 

 

Regionalised training for younger/less experienced juniors  - 1 session in Munster (Ailbhe Creedon), 2 in 

Leinster (Ruth Lynam). 

Training for prospective JWOC 2010 team members – 2 sessions in Down (Greg McCann). 

 

Tours 

O-Ringen 20-25 July Sälen, Sweden 

Aveyron 3-9 Aug France 

Spring Cup 26-29 March Denmark 

JK 10-13 April Northumbria, England 

 

Other Activities 

Fundraising 

Quiz at the Inishbofin 3-day organised by Niamh O’Boyle.  Another this evening 

Website 

Is taking shape, largely to input from Niamh O’Boyle & David Healy. 

 

Plans 

International Competitions: 

JWOC: 5-12 July, Primiero, Italy. 

Junior Affairs Report 



EYOC: 2-5 July, Kopaonik, Serbia. 

JHI: 5-6 Sep, Newborough, Wales.  

Squad tour to the Scottish 6-day 2-8 August 

Training for JWOC 2010 Denmark end August 

Autumn training to include Training/Time Trial weekend late Aug/early September, & Training early 

November 

Junior Cup league 

 

Finally and most importantly, none of this would be possible without the work of a small group – Greg 

McCann, Niamh O’Boyle, Darren Burke, David Healy, Ailbhe Creedon, and the help of many parents of 

juniors. 

 

Ruth Lynam 

29 April 2009 

 

Ruth also emphasised the potential for the Junior Squad from the Schools Orienteering and how that could be achieved.

She also asked for assistance with advanced training for the older Juniors.



Motions to the AGM 
 

Two proposed amendments to the constitution were before the AGM, both have been on the 

website for several weeks, there has also being some email exchanges on the forum about the 

amendments. 

Motion 1 ‘Indemnity’ 
BACKGROUND   

"A Legal Guide for Clubs and Associations" by solicitor Dermot McNamara makes a strong 

recommendation that all clubs and associations have the following clause in their constitutions to 

protect those who serve on the executive committee. This is an up to date Irish publication based on 

experience of Irish law and legal decisions.   

 PROPOSAL   

Insert the following text as a new section, 7.6   "The members of the IOA Executive Committee shall 

be indemnified by the members of the association against all liabilities properly incurred by them  

the members of the IOA Executive Committee in the management of the affairs of the association."   

PROPOSED BY   

Marcus Geoghegan, Chairman Irish Orienteering Association and Ajax club member.   

Brendan O’Brien spoke in support of the amendment.  

A show of hands in favour and against was requested. It was passed unanimously. 

 

 

Motion 2: Proposed Constitutional Amendment for the 2009 IOA AGM “disputes”  

 This amendment proposes to insert these three clauses between sections 16 and 17 of the IOA 

constitution  (see orienteering.ie for the constitution document).   

  

1. A Disputes Resolution process  

2. A Disciplinary process  

3. An Appeals process   

  BACKGROUND    

Just Sport Ireland (JSI ) has been setup for the mediation and arbitration of sports disputes. Most 

Irish sports’ National Governing  Bodies are incorporating this process into their constitutions with 



the assistance of the Federation of Irish Sports. Before a dispute can be referred to JSI, a sport’s 

internal disputes and/or disciplinary processes must be exhausted first. This constitutional 

amendment updates the IOA constitution to create internal disputes and disciplinary processes and 

an appeals process to JSI for mediation or arbitration.   Note that we already have a process to 

resolve disputes arising from the rules of orienteering (see the rules of orienteering document on 

orienteering.ie), but we have no appeals process. Also we currently have no process for other types 

of dispute and no disciplinary process at all. You can get more information about JSI here: 

www.justsport.ie This amendment proposes that we can invoke both of JSI's mediation and 

arbitration processes:   

  

• Mediation: JSI tries to help both parties to reach an agreement.  • Arbitration: JSI examines the 

facts and imposes a binding agreement.   

   NOTE  

Words in strikethrough and italics indicates a change to the original proposal subsequent to 

comments received after original publication on the Irish Orienteering eGroup.  

---START-OF-PROPOSED-AMENDMENT---  Dispute Resolution Process   

All disputes shall be sent in writing to the Chairman of the Irish Orienteering Association and shall be 

signed by any two of the Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary of any IOA affiliated orienteering club. 

One person cannot sign in both roles. Disputes arising from the Rules of Orienteering shall be sent 

within fourteen days of the disputed orienteering event.   If the Chairman decides that the matter is 

covered by the Rules of Orienteering he shall refer it to the IOA Controller of Technical Standards 

who shall convene the Technical Sub-Committee. In all other cases the Chairman shall convene the 

IOA Executive Committee.   Members of either committee who are also members of the same club 

as the individual(s) or club(s) involved in the dispute shall not participate in any discussions and 

votes relating to the dispute.   Members of either committee who have any conflict of interest in the 

dispute or with the parties involved in the dispute must excuse themselves from the discussion and 

any subsequent votes or decision relating to the dispute.  All decisions issued by the Technical Sub-

Committee may be appealed to the Executive Committee within fourteen days from receipt of such 

decision.   

  

Disciplinary Process   

Should the conduct of a member or club in any category of membership either in the Association or 

elsewhere be deemed to be injurious to the good name, character or interest of the Association, the 

Executive Committee shall, having first made known in writing the nature of the allegations and the 

evidence to support the allegations to the offending member or club, call upon such member or club 

to give an explanation in writing within seven days for any such conduct. If any such member or club, 

having been called upon, fails to give such an explanation or if the explanation so given shall be 

deemed to be unsatisfactory, the Executive Committee may suspend such member or club for a 

definite stated period from the Association or request such a member or club to resign and on 



resignation the un-expired portion of their annual affiliation fees and any event registration fees for 

events that have not yet taken place shall be refunded. Should the member or club fail to resign that 

member or club shall be suspended indefinitely. In that event the member or club will not be 

entitled to a refund of the un-expired portion of their annual affiliation fees. A suspended member or 

club shall not be permitted to participate in any orienteering related activity organised by the 

Association or its members.  Members of either committee who are also members of the same club 

as the individual(s) or club(s) involved in the dispute shall not participate in any discussions and 

votes relating to the dispute.   Members of either committee who have any conflict of interest in the 

disciplinary process or with the parties involved in the disciplinary process must excuse themselves 

from the discussion and any subsequent votes or decision relating to the disciplinary process.  

  

Appeals Process   

All disputes arising out of or in connection with the Dispute Resolution Process or the Disciplinary 

Process shall be referred to Just Sport Ireland for resolution by mediation in accordance with the Just 

Sport Ireland Mediation Rules. If the dispute remains unresolved at the conclusion of the mediation 

process, the dispute shall be referred to Just Sport Ireland for final and binding arbitration in 

accordance with the Just Sport Ireland Arbitration Rules.   

---END-OF-PROPOSED-AMENDMENT---   

    

 

 

Proposed By:  

Marcus Geoghegan, Chairman Irish Orienteering Association and Ajax club member.   

 

The motion was passed unanimously.  

 

Motion 3: Schools Orienteering Development  

 

Andrew Cox, IOA Development Officer proposed the adoption of the ‘Schools Orienteering 

Development Document’ as the IOA Schools Policy.  He outlined the background to this document. 

The document is available for viewing at 

http://orienteering.ie/wiki/doku.php?do=show&id=ioa:index#miscellaneous 

There were some questions from the floor regarding how this new policy and structures would 

impact on existing Schools Orienteering Activities. Andrew Cox assured the meeting that the 

http://orienteering.ie/wiki/doku.php?do=show&id=ioa:index#miscellaneous


proposal was flexible and able to incorporate existing structures. Ruth Lynam pointed out that the 

new proposal should improve communication between different schools groups. 

The proposal was voted on and passed unanimously.  

 

Election of Officers 
Honorary Treasurer: Mary O’Connell is willing to stay on in this position. Fiona O’Brien (Kerry O) 

nominated her and John McCullough (3Rock) seconded. 

Honorary Secretary: This position is vacant, there were no nominations. 

Mapping Registar: Brian Power (Setanta) was proposed by Marcus Geoghegan( AJAX) and seconded 

by Faith White (Setanta). 

Director of High Performance: Brendan O’Brien stepped down from this position after many years of 

service. On behalf of the Senior Squad, Andrew Quin and David Healy presented Brendan with a 

token of their appreciation of his efforts in selection and funding.  

Ivan Millar was nominated by Neil Dobbs(WATO) and seconded by Mary O’Connell (3Rock). 

Junior Representative: Ruth Lynam was willing to stay on in this position, she was proposed by Conor 

Short (CNOC) and seconded by Colm Hill (CNOC).  

Development Officer: Andrew Cox is willing to stay on in this position, he was proposed by Clare 

Nuttal and seconded by Fergal Buckley (Kerry O). 

Director of Orienteering Education: Ed Niland was willing to stay on in this position and was 

proposed by Neil Dobbs (WATO) and seconded by Andrew Cox (WATO). 

Controller of Technical Standards: Harold White was willing to stay on in this position, he was 

proposed by Katrina Stefova (LVO) and seconded by Faith White (Setanta).  

Fixtures Secretary: Fergal Buckley was willing to stay on in this position and was proposed by Hugh 

Cashell (CNOC) and seconded by Stuart Scott (UCDO). 

Communiciations Officer: Niall McAlinden was unable to continue in this position. Finn van Gelderen 

was willing to accept a nomination. Finn van Gelderen was nominated by David Healy (GEN) and 

seconded by Ed Niland (Boru).  

There were no nominations for the position of Chairman.  

The Chairman thanked the Áine Joyce for her work as Administrive Assistant to the IOA.  
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