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THE CONTROLLING CONTROLLER! 
Report from the IOA Controllers’ Course, March 31st 2007 
Glendalough Hotel, Laragh, County Wicklow  
 
Having attended the Controllers Course given by Rogier Vanaken on March 31st, I now 
have a better understanding of the roles of a Controller, i.e. responsibility for (almost!) 
everything and not just the placement of the controls!  Maybe the term, Technical 
Advisor, as used by Rogier, is a better term to use to indicate this!  
 
A Controller’s responsibilities (in particular for major events) include:  

- ensuring that the map conforms to IOF guidelines, as well as being correct 
- the appropriateness of the location of the start and finish areas 
- time-keeping and results method 
- the courses and descriptions , including the estimated winners times and 

ensuring that all courses go more or less in same direction 
- the placement of controls 
- and, where appropriate, reporting to the IOA following the event.   

 
The above responsibilities indicate that the Controller may need to visit the event area 
at least once, and not just to check the controls on the day of the event!  It is 
suggested that a Controllers duties might start 2 months before the event, certainly in the case of championship 
events, starting with the checking of the map and courses at this point.  It is furthermore suggested that the course 
planner should have tagged the controls used on the courses at this time also.  Please see IOF and event guidelines 
for more information on the above at orienteering.org, orienteering.ie and leinster.orienteering.ie. 
 
While highlighting the above responsibilities, much of the course was of a practical nature around the placement of 
controls, involving:  
 

 
a) discussion in the course room, using a proposed course on a 
map prepared by Rogier, as well as courses from recent events 
in Ireland. 
 
b) actually going out on the ground to an area and 
commenting on the use of specific  control sites there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the practical exercises, I learned or was reminded of the following:  
1. when not to use a control site, which seemed to be more often than not in rela tion to Irish orienteering maps! 
2. not to use Bingo controls (aw!), where the location of the control may give one orienteer an advantage over 
another, if someone happens to be punching it as s/he is approaching the area, thus involving an element of luck 
and unfairness 
3. hiding controls is a no-no (I know I have been guilty of this in the past, and I’m not the only one!), this includes 
not hiding it in bracken or in a pit with no other feature nearby!    
4. the distance between the control and the feature should be at least 1 metre and reachable from all sides! 
5. to avoid the use of dog legs (not always easy) 
6. to keep the start further from parking than the finish, and not the other way round 
7. it is recommended that there should be good runnability from the last control to the finish 
8. to reduce the visibility of controls from the side of approach 
9. not to put 3 or more controls in a line on a course, as one control may be missed out 
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10. not to use features, which are too vague, as control sites 
11. re. control descriptions, it is important to specify which feature, 
if more than one inside the circle and location of control on/around 
feature 
12. Size of control circles: 1:10, 000 maps: control circles should 
be 6mm in diameter 
13. If using 2 controls on 2 similar features in the same area, they 
must be at least 60m apart, whereas if using 2 different features, 
they must be at least 30m apart, an issue that arose at WOC in 
Denmark last year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All in all, an enjoyable course, where I had the opportunity to meet orienteers from other clubs, as well as brushing 
up and acquiring new skills for controlling events.   
 
I look forward to the next one, or maybe even a planners course… 
 
Ailbhe Creedon, Cork O 
March 7th, 2007 
 
 
 
Instructor: 
Rogier Vanaken,  
Omega Orienteering Club, Belgium 
International Orienteering Federation International Event Adviser 
 
 
Attendees (17 from 8 clubs) 
Mary Healy GEN 
Marcus Geoghegan Ajax 
David Healy GEN 
Andrew Butterfield GEN 
Kathryn Walley Fingal 
Andrew McCarthy Ajax 
Fergal Buckley KerryO 
Murray Cowan LVO 
Mary O'Connell 3ROC 

 
 
Ivan Millar LVO 
Andrew Cox WATO 
Ailbhe Creedon CorkO 
Cian O'Reilly Ajax 
Igor Stefko LVO 
Ed Niland Ajax 
Danny O’Hare CorkO 
Darren Burke CorkO 
 

 
 
Venue  
The Glendalough Hotel proved to be a good choice for a course of this nature. They provided a 
conference room, projection facilities and catering at a reasonable cost.  
 
Organisation 
The IOA are extremely grateful to Mary Healy without whom this course would not have happened. 
 
 

Practical exercises 
on Brockagh mountain 


