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O-PPORTUNITY

t's another World Championships year. The Irish team will

be training in Finland this summer and, following initial

selection races at the JK, the British Championships and
the Irish Championships, the squad will travel to Finland for
the final selection races just before the WOC in August.
This is a side of the sport most of us rarely see - the personal
sacrifices and commitment required to make it to and at the
top level. Unlike athletics and many other sports, the rewards
for successful orienteers are not enormous. Clearly there is
the personal satisfaction of winning, but no one is going to get
the kind of recognition or the fees that the likes of Sonia
O'Sullivan are likely to command.
There are going to be fund-raising events over the coming
months to help defray the costs of team membership, events
run by the squad themselves.

So this year, try 1o support the Irish team.

If this doesn't appeal to you, there are opportunities in other
forms of orienteering. Gerry Brady writes in this issue about
Ski orienteering. There are moves to establish an Irish Ski-O
team and similarly there's a national series of mountain bike
orienteering events coming up this year. Maybe you could
find your niche in one of these aspects of the sport?

At the competitive level there are major challenges and
opportunities this year, particularly for the NIOA. The British
Championships in May will be in Derry and Tyrone and will
be a chance to showcase Ireland's orienteering potential and
hopefully bring new people and new enthusiasm into the
sport. We wish them every success (and if you'd like to help,
there are details inside of how to volunteer).

Ah, yes: orienteering - it's a quare name, but great stuff!
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THE O-ZONE:
Orienteering news from Ireland and the World

ON YER BIKE

It may be your last chance to gualify for the
World Championships: there's an Irish team in
preparation for the Mountain Bike Orienteering
World Championships and there's a series of
events planned for Ireland this year. Details on
the IOA fixture list are sketchy, but there are
plans for MTB-O events at Kilsheelan, Co.
Waterford on March 10th, Cronybyrne. Co.
Wicklow on April 7, Broadford Forest, Co.
Limerick on March 19, somewhere in Wicklow
on June 9 and somewhere in Cork on September
Ist.

So get out the 3-in-1 oil und the mutton grease
and off you go!

—C

NIGHT-O CHAMPS
The first Irish Night-orienteering Championships
is scheduled for Portumna, Co. Galway on March
24dth. Run by Cork Orienteers, the event squeezes
in between a race at Knockbarron, near Kinnitty
in Co, Offaly the same afternoon and the
Connacht Championships at Bawnreagh, Co.
Offaly nextday. A busy weekend, particularly for
those in the North who have to choose between
the interesting drumlins of Knockbarron and the
slopes ol the Mournes at Tollymore where there's
an NI Series evenL
Entries for the Night Champs should be sent to
David O Donovan, INOC, 134 Rosewood,
Ballincollig, Co. Cork. Entry fees are £4 for
students and waylarers. £6 for other entrants,
Add £1 for for postal copy of results if required.
The three championship courses are Shorl (4
km), medium (5 km) and Long (7 km). There
will also be a non-competitive wayfarers course
of 5 km mainly using the path network. Entrants
must be 18 years or over on the event date.
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LIES, DAMNED LIES AND ...

Statistics. Most of us keep records of our training
and our competitions. Few, I am sure, can maich
Simon Errington’s record keeping: “Up until the
end of October 2000 1 ran 1350 races covering
10.827.6 km and visiting 24,113 controls with
323,220 metres climb (yes, that really is 323
kilometres).”, he writes in a recent LOKation, the
London O-Klubb newsletter. “Total running time
is 78489 minutes and 48 seconds, which in real
lerms is just over 55 days. This gives an average
speed of around 7.2 mins/km (E & OE). And in
case you're wondering that doesn’t include any
of the mountain marathons (including seven
KIMMs and one 24 hour rogaine).” Simon has
competed in 22 countries (not counting Britain)
since 1980, including Swaziland, China and
Ireland.

His O-advice: “It's very difficult 1o look at the
map too often, but very casy not to look at it
enough.

BOC 2001

Probably the biggest orienteering event ever 1o
come to Ireland takes place on the Mayday
weekend when the combined British Champs and
British Elite Champs are being run by NIOA,
Benone Strand, near Limavady, is the individual
venue on Sunday 6th May: it’s a 5 mile long strip
of open sand dunes mapped at 1:10,000 with 2.5
m contours and there’s a training event at Benone
the day before.

Monday's relays are at Baronscourt, Co. Tyrone.
a Georgian stately home, seat of the Duke of
Abercorn. The fast conifer parkland crosses a 100
melre deep valley containing three man-made
lakes with crannogs.

Cheapest entries close on February 10th; then
March 31st.

NIOA are keen to get as many volunteers as they
can to help out: if you can help in any way. please
contact Raymond or Teresa Finlay at Gortatole
OEC, Florencecourt, Co. Fermanagh, BT92 1ED
(phone 048 66 34 89 37; e-mail

raymond.finlay @virgin.net.

Incidentally, the British Trail-O Championships
are being run in conjunction with BOC 2001 with
LVO's Alan Gartside as planner.

BOF NATIONAL EVENTS

The National events which have come to TIO’s
attention so far are:

11 Feb Beaudesert & Rawnsley, Cannock.
3 March Newborough, Anglesea.
| April Bigland. Cumbria.

Other major events include the Scollish
Championships at  Rogie, Contin (GR NH
443593) on Sunday May 27th and the Relays at
Littlemill, Daviot (GR NH 700350) on Monday
May 28th.

SKIAND MOUNTAIN BIKE O-
SQUADS

Irish squads are being formed for Ski-
Orienteering and Mountain-Bike Orienteering.
The Ski-O squad is being formed with the 2006
Olympics in mind. Squad members would be
expected to do regular training on roller-skis or
roller-skates.

As with Foot-O the squads are on a 32-county
basis and will include all interested athletes
(Juniors, Developmental and Elite). Funding will
be requested from the Irish Sports Council for
2001 for both disciplines and carding criteria
standards for individual funding will also be
agreed.

Can you let me know if you are interested in
being included in either squad or in helping with
the administration? Can you also inform anyone
else who you think may be interested?

Gerry Brady,

BELFAST 4-DAY

The website for the Belfast 4 - Day orienteering
event, to be held in

the Mpumalanga province of South Africa from
the 27 - 30 April 2001 has been completed.

The address is:

http://www.orienteering org.za/events/belfast20
01/

The event comprises a short distance / classic /
classic and a 3-person relay. The website also
provides accommodation and tourism
information and links.

Nicholas Mulder

Coordinator: Belfast 4 - Days

Wits Orienteering Club, South Africa

VHI 2001

This year's Veteran Home [International is
scheduled for 8/9th September in the North of
England. Selection will be based on performance
in the Irish Provincial Championships, Irish
Championships and British Championships plus
other known form. That form must be from
events based on age class and should be notified
to Alan Gariside, who will be collating
information for the selection process. Because of
the carly date of the VHI, it is hoped to have
selection completed by the end of Tune.

Alan Gartside (e-mail gartside @detini, gov.uk)

IOA FUNDING UP
The I0OA have been allocated £24,010 for 2001,
This is significantly above the £17,500 allocated
for 2000. A detailed breakdown by funding
category will shortly be sent to the 10A. The
overall 1SC grants increased from £4.81m in
2000 to £8.5m in 2001,

CompassSport
magazine
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STGE18 per annum by credit card to

CompassSport
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DUBLIN BY NIGHT

Somewhere between 25 and 50 harmless
eceentrics ok to the parks and hills around
Dublin in recent months to savour the joys of
night orienteering in the latest “Dublin by Night”
night-orienteering league. Co-ordinator Martin
Flynn should be well pleased with the enthusiasm
and level of support generated by the series. The
first race, Phoenix Park (rain all day but a clear
evening and courses of 4.5 and 8 km or so) set a
high standard of facilities, courtesy of the Garda
sports pavilion with lights. showers, tea and
hiscuits. Hellfire, and Carrickgallogan followed,
with shorter courses (typically 3-4 km) but
spectacular views over the city, then Killiney
(choose a full moon and then arrange o lunar
eclipse), St. Anne's Park and Three Rock.
Generally the planners chose to use reflectors as
control markers - a very good idea, since you
can’t see the Mags in the dark anyway and they're
less prone to vandalism in the daytime.

Final results are not yet available but AJAX's
Brendan O'Brien looks unbeatable on the long
course.

As a lead-up to the Saggart Leinster League night
event on February 17th and the first Irish Night
Championships at Portumna on March 24th, will
the DBN series give Leinster competitors the
edge?

MOUNTAIN RUNNING

Between them the IMRA and NIFRA have a full
season of mountain races all over the country.
The evening races in Leinster start with the
Hellfire Relay on 18th April at 7.30 pm and
continue until Kippure on st August. Other races
of interest are the schools Championships at St.
Columba's, Rathfarnham, Co. Dublin on 14th
March, the Irish Trail Running Champs at
Avondale, Co. Wicklow on 29th July, Slieve
Donard on 4th August. The Snowdon race is on
28th July.

Check the IMRA website at www.iol.ie/~imra or
contact Pat Donlon (01-2940376) or Mau
Twomey (063-81628). For NIFRA look at
www.nilra.org.uk/  or contact membership
secratary lan Taylor. 52 Bladon Drive, Belfast
BTY 5IN (e-mail irtaylor@ulst.ac.uk),
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EDITOR WANTED

Crossing Point, the newsletter of the NIOA, is
looking for a new editor. Jonny Scott, who has
done it for almost three years, is retiring from the
post as he is moving to England. He hopes that
there will be someone lining up by the time of the
NIOAAGM in April.

Any volunteers should contact NIOA Sccretary,
Violet Cordner, 62 Wheatfield Crescent, Belfast
BT14 THT at 028-90718540.

[ jrienteering

NEW O-LOGO

In an effort to make orienteering look more
appealing, the British Orienteering Federation
has come up with this new orienteering logo.
This will feature on promotional material, road
signs ete, 15 certailny better than an orange and
white sign with nothing to help the uninitiated
know what’s going on.

ALTERNATIVE WICKLOW
MM

Al a loose end now for the weekend of the
19/20th May?

How about a 2 x 4-hour score event with an
overnight camp in-between?

This is a no frills event intended to keep the
continuity going until the Wicklow Mountain
Marathon resumes next year.

No frills, no classes and no supervised car
parking - just 8 hours of running in the hills.

To enter contact Brian Bell (25 Balally Park,
Sandyford Road, Dublin 16) or Joe Lalor (6
Knocksinna Grove, Dublin 18). Entry lee of £3 to
COVEr CXpenscs.

Teams of two, starts between 12.00 and 1.00 on
the 19th May from the Laragh arca.

(PS the Setanta Rogaine is scheduled for 30th
June/1st July in Wicklow. - Ed.)

CLINICALLY PROVEN

March 15th is the deadline for applications to
reach the organisers of this year’s O-Ringen
Clinics in Sweden. There will be clinics in
English and Spanish and three people are invited
from developing O-countries.

If you are interested, contact the IOA Secretary.
Rosarie Kiernan before 15th February. We get
glowing reports every year of the value of the
clinics experience.

The cost is SEK4200 per person and this covers
all vour transport and accommodation once you
arrive at the clinic, [t also covers your entry fee
for the 5-Day. The clinics and 5-Day run from
19th to 27th July at Miirsta, near Arlanda airport
north of Stockholm.

OCAD MAPPING COURSE

Pat Healy ran an OCAD Mapping course on
behall of the TOA.at Avondale House, Rathdrum,
Co Wicklow on February 2 - 4th.. The course
covered all aspects of digital mapmaking using
OCAD, base map, photogrammetry, field work,
survey, draft map, survey draft, scanning,
drawing methods and printing.

SPORTIDENT & WINCACS

Martin Flynn, Frank Ryan and Noel Donagh ran a
Sportldent & Wincacs course at De la Salle
College in Churchtown, Dublin on 27th-28th
January. All aspects of Sportldent electronic
timing & Wincacs were covered, from entries
right through to producing results. Sport-Ident is
a computerised timing system used for
competitions.  Wincacs is a computerised
package, which helps with course planning. All
clubs that wish to use this computerised timing
system in the future, for regional or Irish
championships were hoped Lo attend.

WOC 2001 SELECTION

WOC 2001 will be based at Tampere, Finland
from 28 July - 4 August.

The Irish Team will be selected after trials are
staged in Finland on the weekend of 5-8 July
2001. Up to 10 men and 6 women will be selected
for the trial. The trial is open to all Irish
orienteers.

Carded orienteers will fund their own individual
expenses for the trial. Other squad members
selected for the trial will receive substantial part-
funding.

The following events will be used by selectors to
finalise a list of squad members to participate in
the trial in Finland.

14-16 April, JK 21E, 20E, I8E
6-7 May, British Champs 21E, 20E, 18E
12-13 May, Irish Champs 21E

The final squad selected to participate in the trial
will be announced within 72 hours of completion
of the Irish Championships. Those interested in
participating in the trial should consider booking
flights as soon as possible - as getting there will
be an individual responsibility.

A further notice will be issued in the coming
weeks giving further details on the format of the
trial in Finland.

Can Squad members drop Wally Young a line at
youngecom@eircom.net and let him know the
events you would wish to compete in at WOC in
order of priority.

Gerry Brady, Wally Young, Aongus O Cleirigh

COILLTE CONSULTATION

Coillte, the national forestry company, is
developing a more formal consultation process at
community level. They are establishing a Social
and Environmental panel, one in the mid
southern region (Clare, Limerick. Kilkenny.
Tipperary North and South, South Galway, and
North Kerry) and the other in the castern region,
{Dublin, Wicklow, Wexford & Carlow) and they
wish to invite IOA to nominate one person to be
considered for inclusion in each panel.

Panels will have about eight to ten people and
will meet approximately twice a year. A selection
committee will vet all nominations and
determine the final panel.

The panels will provide a regional forum where
environmental, social and communily interests
can provide information and promote their
interests  in  co-operation  with  Coillte
management, Panels will also allow Coillte to
inform its stakeholders about its activites.
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