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The Irish World Championship Team, sporting their Trimtex O-suits;
OrIa Cooke, Eileen Loughman, Una Creagh, Deirdre ni Chailanain,
Catriona Morrish, Aonghus O'Cleirigh, Steven Linton, Bill Edwards,

Colrn O'Halloran and Brian Corbett.
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LETTERS
15 Templerosn Ave
Dublin 16

20 November 1989

The Editor
The Irish Orienteer

Dear Joh,n
I wish to comment on a short article in TIO No.43 entitled
"Propo.anda War Hots Up". 1 am unclear a8 to where the proposanda
come. from, or for that matter, which Club is offerins enticements
to new members. Yes, our Club Notice Board does bave a note
statins "New Members Welcome". We are aware that a larse number
of people enjoy orienteering without beins members of any Club.
The lOA recognised this with it's directive on entry fees at events.
When non-members come to an orienteering event they should be made
aware that there is a choice of Clubs and information should be
freely available, when requested. I am not aware of any
soliciting and in any event new-comers make up their own minds on
what club to join.
Obviously the 'organising Club at an event has the hightest profile
and as such may attract potential new.members. I can not see 8
problem with other Club Notice Boards, although a location that
does not compete witb the organising Club's displays would be
expected.

Yours sincerely

'\1,~,...._ "'<~ ,
BRIAN POWER
,Chairman
Setant~ Orienteers
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90 Moorefield Park
Newbridge
Co. Kildare.

1 November 1989

Dear John,

.I would like to comaent on two points raised in TIO No 43. The first
is in relation to Maure Thornhills letter on prizes for M and W lOs and 11s. Given
the current situation in our society with c~etition between young people for places
in colleges, jobs etc., T thir.. the idea of "collecting trophies" for WINNING at
orienteering events should at least be de-emphasized in order not to add further to
the already considerable stress placed on young people.

Participation at this age should be emphasized as the most desireable
aspect of the sport and not who comes first or second. It is the participation that
must be encouraged and rewarded. Maura mentioned giving a memento to all who finiah.
This io a great idea and perhaps should be considered seriously in the future. It

would encourage more participation by young people and remove the WINNING/LOSING aspect
which is highlighted by pr.ize giving in Us conventional sense., It i.smy opinion that
any young person [or ony person of any 8gB for that matter] who picks up a map and
compass and heads into lhe woods io a winner. Prizes are not necessary to highlight
this. In relation Lo "Children ---hanging around events while their parents compete
and help", why not jnvovJ.e them more in the planning, preparation and runninq of
the avents , In this way young people are genuinely involved and have a sense of
belonging, which can improve their chances of successfully facirlC~and overcoming Lhe
challenges that Life will present to them. By encourageing & rewarding participation
we may keep young people interested and have them there when, as older orienleers,
serious compettition (and prizes) have a more fitting place.

rhe second point is in relation to Una Creagh's intereoting article on the
Mourne Mountain Marathon. Una was critical of the accuracy of Lhe grid references.
1 thought it stran!)p thet the o'ga;'lizc,·suf a preat Iqrous event like this would aJ Low
this to happen, (or would they?). In Lonk inq at the "Mourne Country" 1:50,000 map
consider the following. A six figure grid reference shows the co-ordinates of the
bottom left hand (South West) corner of a 100 meter square on the ground.
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The control description lies somewhere within this 100 meter square, and

not exactly at the point of intersection of the Eastlngs and Northings indicat~d
by t.he grid reference. On the .up itself this square lIIBasur-es4.- x lua (2_ x
2-. on the 1:50,000 .up). Could this be what actually transpired with the grid
references or were there actual errors as Una stated. It would be very interesting
to know.

ThMlk you for taking the ti-a to read this letter. I look forward to r10
every two 8OOths. It is very informative and generally an equally good read •
Continued success to you with it.

Y~incer~lY'

!~
P. Callaghan.
Curragh Orienteering.

c~~·

20 ~e '10. 11Y Pa....k ,
S"ndy ford Road,
D,.,oll,.. 16.

Dear Sir,

Once I!Igein th'3
approechjng. Willie
bowl. Hopefully lhO'l
year was rather tame.

l.j rne 1"0" thp. famous tmnuel Tonlegee Snow Run 1s
McAuli ft e j s th.;. c ur r en t 1101der or the crystal
weather will be more interestinp; thil> year: lest
with only a sprlnkling 01 snow.

The route is from the Glenmacnass cor park to the Lop of Tonlegee
and back. Last yea" all the B,Hr"clOtS, ;I~cludi.ng one lady, completed

the race.

As the route i s unmarked and conditions 6,'e not expected to be
good, only experienced runners/orienteers should consider
participet1ng. The race is scheduled for Sunday the 4th of Februery,
starting at 11.00 a.m. Check with N. Coldrick or myself at 608288
(work).

The winn",r takes home (for a Y€!ElI') a beautiful cut. glass
bowl wi th all previouS years' w; nners names t,1scribed on it.

rose

Yours feithfully.
Brian Bell.
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Irish Orienteering Association

IRISH ORIENTEERING ASSOCIATION l'I"EWS

PAT REDMOND
HON. SEC.
18 ORCHARDSTOWN AVE.,
RATHFARNHAM,
DUBLIN 14
30-11-1989

The AGM will be held on Sat. 17th Mar. 1990 at 5.00pm at Creedons
Hotel, Inchigeela, during the Irish 3 day.

The lOA executive congratulates all those selected to run for
Ireland in the recant Ward Home International. A special mention is
m~de to those Juniors who performed particularly well in the recent
Junior Ward Home Int .• The lOA wishms to thank John Me Cullough for
ta~ln9 on the role of Team managar for the event.

Brian Corbett has been prB9anted with the "SILVA AWARD" for his
outstanding serVICe$ to Orienteering.

At the lOA execubve meetlng hflld on the lOth NCJv.'89 the following
decisions were made.
(1) As and from the 1st Jan. 1990 eventn not registered with the
lOA Fixture Secretary will not be advertised in TIO or the News
Papers.
(2) The committee are gOing ahead with the production of a

promotional brOChure for Iri&" Orlenteering. It is expected
that it Will be avallable early in the new year.

(3) It is proposed to revise the constitution and udate the rules
of competition.

(4) The following funds were allocated
Mapplng grants l700
Controllers/Planners Course. t300
Permanent cour'se devel oprnerrt , I:200
Promotion of Natlonal 0 Day. t200
Junior D~velopment. LIOO

(5) Cospoir are planning a House of Sport. It's will be situated
off the long Mile Rd., W.dikinstown, Dublin 12. The IDA
propose to share an office with AFAS, ICU, IUC and the FMCI.
Secretarial facilitias will be available along with rooms
for meetings. From this office it Is hoped to be able to
disseminate and receive informatlon during normal working

(6)
hours.

The lOA are to purchas~ a full set of
will be loaned to all competitors
International events.

Irish Team 0 Suits. They
representing Ireland at

(7) The "best Map of the Year" award is to be adjudicated on by the
Chdil~man of the lOA and the Mapping Officer (currently J.Creagh
and P. Healy respectiVely).

AFFILIATED TO THE INTERNATIONAL ORIENTEERING FEDERATION

Admln. Secre~arv: 9"1Qld F Lan soso ,
38 The Glen.
woodoark.
Dublln 16,

Ph. 01-980928

IRISH ORIENTEERING ASSOCIATION NEWS

INVITATION TO SWEDISH ORINGEN CLINICS AND 5 DAY 1~-27 JULY '9Q

The venue tor The 199v In~erna~10nal CLInICS ane bwedlsn 5 Day 1S
Goteborg.

Tnere are ~wo C11nlcs:
al Develooment for those Involved 1n promoting ~he sport.
b) Coaching for Ellte Or1enteers

The Orlngen Commlttee have InVited us to Send two people to ~he
ClInlcs. Anvone Interes~ed 1n attending should apply to me In
wrIting bv Frlday 5 January '90.

~SUS '89

Thanks to all Clubs who have alreadv returned tha)r figures.

Would those Cluos who have nOT sent baCk thaJr Census ~orms please 00
so by return. F1nal floures are now urqentlv needad for our 199U
Government Gran~ ~DDilcatlOn,

The tollowlno Clubs h~ve not ~s vet re~'T111ateo to lOA lor 19~9

Ke~ln ~treet OCBol~on S~ree~ U~

Raven Ol. Outw~ro Boune ~oventurp l.luD

We are v~rv qr~tetul to COSOOLr tor the recent gr~nts to
OrlenteerlnQ.

* £4,500 - towards admInistratIve costs.

thiS Year s WorlO• £1.500 - towards the cost of o~rtiC1pa~10n 1n
Orlenteer1ng ChamolonshlD 1n Sweden.

tow~rds the cost of partLCloatlon In th~ W~rd JunLur Home
InternatIonal in Wales.

.. £.25(.1
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DISTRIBUTION OF TIO

In case you have ever
wondered, The Irish Orienteer is
supplied to members of Le1nster 0-
clubs and Thomond OC free every two
months (well, not free exactly, but
the cost 15 covered by the annuel
club subscription). This accounts
for about 350. Some Leinster clubs
only get a handful, and Lee and
Waterford get a small number. l'he
Great Outdoors, Bramac Stores end
Bush Sport get some to sell end
there are about sixty individual
subscribers.

If you woul,d like your club to
get ,'IO for you, contact the club
secretary, The cost 115 about £16
per issue for"25 copies, including
delivery to your club secretary,
celculated on the pee t year' B
prices,

LOOKING WEST

The most urgent news f' r-om
Connachl j s thet the venue of the
1990 Connacht Championships hes
beer. moved slightly, from Union
Wood to Ba11ygawley, contrary to
the information 1n the entry form.
Event Controller Frank Ryan
(Weslern Eagles) was unhappy with
some aspects of the old Union Wood
map and opted to move the
competition to nearby Ballygaw18Y.

The Connacht Orienteering
Council has a new Chairmen in
Stephen Ryan who thus becomes a
member of the lOA Executive, The
Connacht Secretary ls still Baldur
ven Lew, Gortadooey, Claregelwey.
Co. Galway (091-98068).

The All-Army Championships
next spr"ing are planned for a
revised map of Union Wood and
Ballygawley, outside Sligo, and
Connacht are hoping to host the
1992 Irish Championships in Co,Galway,

IRISH LADIES DISQUALIFIED

Reading recent reports on the
World Championships it became
clear that the Irish Ladies teem
hed been disqualified from the
Reley competition as a result of
finishing in a time greater than 5
hours. This ignominious fete
befell Ireland, Austria,
Yugoslavia and the USA, whi Le the
fourth leg runner for Japan wasn't
even let st.ert.

The ladies courses were all
slower than expected, so to breet
the 5-hour cutoff they had to
finish j.n less thaI) 34.1% more
th!!m the winners, while the men,
with a 7-hour cutoff, only had to
finish less than 70.7% slower than
the winners,

Agein this year, teams with
early runners disqualified wer"en't
allowed to run their four runners:
whyever not? This happened to the
Irish mel)'6 team at WOC '87 in
France.

Surely this isn't the best
way to encourage the weaker
countries? Whet's the point in
sending a women's team at ell if
this rule is to apply? As
"Orienteering North America"
commented, we are effectively
being told "Yes, we want you to
come to the WOC so we can call it
8 World Championship, even though
you're not really good enough to
compete with us",

COUNTY COUNCIL GRANTS

Fingal Orienteers in North
County Dublin have just received a
£100 grant from Dublin County VEC
to further the cause of
orienteering in the North County.
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IRISH TEAM SELECTION : A PROPOSAL

As a recently retired selector tthink the Irish team selection procedure is in need of review.
While I believe that we had a good tsarn in Sweden and that our procedure produced the most
compemive trial ever staged I think thaI the selectors failed to convince everyone of the fairness of
their methods. The problem was that we agreed to take into account 'selection events' throughout the
season, while a sizeable group thought that a 'sudden-<feath' trial at the end of the season was better.
Our compromise of a weighted trial was not universally welcomed. The fact that the final place in the
men's selection came down to fractions of a minute is, I believe, of little consequence to the selection
procedure. This might happen in any type of selection process where a race resun is used, What Is of
consequence is that the amount of work done by the selectors. especially Chairperson Ernie Wilson.
went largety unappreciated. Well, t think that Ernie's work went a long way to ensuring Ihat we had the
right team in Sweden, but that we cannot expect that kind of commitment from people in future.

The concept 01 a WM trtal is a relatively new one (1987 was the first and even then the
selectors retained the final decision). The benefit of a trial is that it removes the need for close
decisions ands Ihe success of WM trial 1989 as a competitive event has convinced me that we should
move towards a sudden death trial for the World Championships, with the following qualilication
procedure. People should qualify automatically for a WM Trial directly from Ihe major events in Ireland. I
suggest that the first two In each championship grade event for the year preceding the WM should
qualily tor the Trial. The selectors should meet and announce Ihe exact numbers" perhaps Ihey might
like to nominate only the winner from the first Six months events, two from the last Six months and
maybe three from the Irish Championships. Places could be reserved, 100, for overseas runners,
depending on overseas results, The selectors role would be as follows:

Nominate qualification events and the numbers to qualify for the WM Trial from each event in
advance, publlcise through the newsletters before the closing dates of each event, and retain a veto
of events In cases of faulty timing, misplaced controls, Inadequate planning, map errors In vital areas,
losing results, extreme weather etc, The selectors could also decide to award a trial place to people
finishing closely (less Ihan 30 seconds) behind previously qualified winners.

Monitor overseas applicants" nominate overseas events where perlormances will be taken
into account and runners added to WM trial as necessary, Any additions to trial and the progress of this
whole procedure shoutd be pubticised as quickly and widely as possible.

Provide Team Manager with a list of WM Trial participants, conlirm with the qualified runners,

Example: The selectors decided that one place In Ihe Trial be given to the winners of Ihe first 5
selection events In the WM year and two ptaces to Ihe first two in the second 5 events, with 3 in IOC.

Event 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 IOC
tst 01 IS J 8 8 G IA IE L 8 It
2nd Y R 8 V R' J J A V J V
3rd D y V W J B W K R A W
4th 0 X W J 0 W V V B V M
5th G C C F G D E R J G y
The 0IlII00I!1MIIlOinitial represents when a runner qualilied for the Trial. • R awarded the WM trial place
available at event 5 for finishing within 30 seconds of B, who had previously qualified.

The Team Manager, or olher person nominated by IOAlNIOA, would be responsible for the WM Trial,
ensuring that it was fair and testing (Scolland '89 was a notable success in this regard). I think Ihatthis
procedure would pick out the outstanding people during the season, ensure that the system is
understood by everyone. upgrade ihe competitiveness 01 domestic championships, lessen the
workload on selectors and still give the people who are going well at the time of WM the best chance of
gelling there. Throughout the season, competitors would know when Ihey had qualified for the WM
Trial and event results would have an immediate relevance,

For other intemationalteams a more direct system could be used, Say a team of 4 was required alter
event no, 6 " then choose 4 from most recent event, with reserves from previous events in order (1st
to 4th in next most recent event, 1st to 4th in the previous event etc.). In the above example this
would mean that the team would have been G, J, B, W with reserves being called up In the order R, D,
V, Y, X from the previous events.

Eoin Rothery
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~OMPE~ITIVE ORIENTEERING

Some ideas and recommendations on the development of senior Irish teams
by Colin Dunlop
OBJECTIVES FOR THE '90s

1. Concentrate on the Ward Home Iriternationa1s and other international eventsJased in the U. K. and Ireland.
Z. Encourage, help develop and organise Juniors to continue in the sport.
3. Set-up a workable format for Selection, Communications, Finance and Training.
4. Foster team spirit.
I. WHICH INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

The Home Internationals offer the most realistic cbmpetition for Irish runners,
giving them a reasonable chance of challenging for the top ten places in theirclass.
Participation in the W.O.C. is justified only on the grounds of keeping Irish
Orienteering visible to the F.I.O., and as a reward to Irish runners for good
performances at local levels of orienteering. Its value as a means of improv-
ing Irish performances lS non proven. It is expensive and a drain on our very
limited resources and a financial burden on those selected on the team.
RECOMMENDATION: Wholeheartedly support home internationals for the next three

years and do not enter for W.O.C on the next two occasions,
after three years review the situation.

2. JUNIORS
Through the dedicated work of individuals in each Province, juniors are ~eing
well catered for at present. Improved performances are obviously resulting.
This work must be continued and encouraged by the I.O.A. and N.I.O.A.
RECOM'~ENDATlON: :~ore financial help and support by actively recruiting othu

dedicated helpers/organisers/coachs. Keep the continuity.
Bring juniors into appropriate international competition asearly as possible.

3. MANAGE~lENT
The crux of the problem faced by senior Irish Teams are Selection, Communication,
Finance and Training. Also leadership and organisation.
RECOMMENDATION: a) Selection: Senior Team selection is the responsibility of
the F.I.O.A., as part of fostering an all-Ireland approach to the sport.
Apparently the F.I.O.A. has been functioning only intermittantly! Team selection.
is an important and urgent matter, it is suggested that whatever the situation
of the F.I.O.A., the I.O.A. and the N.I.O.A. should each nominate a Selector/Team
Manager. Their mandate will be to meet, decide on policy and action wi th the
authority of their associations. Having two Managers should help to ensure there
will always be at least one available to attend Internationals etc. Similarly,
travel should be reduced and channels of information easier to use. The Se1ector/
Managers should meet with the Provincial committees to request their help in
providing information on likely squad members.
b) Provincial committees should nominate a person to act as information gatherer.

c. The two National Selectors should meet in August annually and decide on
which International events Ireland will enter. It;s essential they then
communicate this infornlation to everyone!
Based on the information given by the Provincial committees, and there own good
judgement the Selectors will select a squad as early as possible before the
international.
Eligible and likely Irish team members residing abroad must be advised that if
they want to be considered for selection they must advise the Selectors of
their progress/results on a ~/3 monthly basis.

d.

e.

Communications
At teast 6 weeks before the International the Selectors must advise team members
of arrangements, cost, subsidies and any other information available.
There is an obligation on team members selected to advise the Selectors of
availability immediately they are informed of their selection.

c. At least 3 weeks before the International a meeting of team members and
selectors should take place to diseminate as much information as possible.

a.

b.

d. Some form of newsletter should also be circulated.
Finance---
I.O.A. to allocate a budget annually, no matter how small 1 N.I.O.A. to also
allocate funds, if possible using any appropriate grants availb1e for such
purposes. Special fund raising efforts are not the Selectors task, team
members should be encouraged in this direction!
Training
Selectors to nominate a number of events as training events, where squad
members will be requested to run on courses which approximate most closely
to the courses they will run in the international.
Much closer liaison with the Irish Hill Runners Association, to avoid fixture
clashes and perhaps to nominate hill runs for special stamina building.

4. TEAM SPIRIT
This important element is difficult to develop in an individual sport, it
does however, make a difference to performances,especial1y in relays.

Appoint a team Captain for the year to help facilitate
communications and establish a team identity.
I.O.A./F.I.O.A. provide "0" suit tops only, on a on loan
basis for international events.
Organise as many as possible informal get-togethers among
team and selectors.

The foregoing is just a framework which might be worth trying. It requires
tuning, adjusting and attention to detail.
Team members and Selector/Managers want satisfaction and enjoyment from the
sport, I believe only better organisation will help to achieve this aim.

RECOMMENDATION:

Colin Dunlop
Nov 1989.


